God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith. Amen.
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 20, 2009

We Gather in Jesus’ Name

(*indicates people will stand if able)
   Prelude Music

*Processional Hymn #371 Open My Eyes, That I May See 

Welcoming and Announcements

Call to Worship (said responsively)

In the silence of this place we come to praise and thank

            God for the diversity of peoples.

            We are aware of our differences, yet at the same

            time realize we are all alike.

            We are all created by God, called to serve others and

            conserve the world in which we live.

            May our worship today reflect our willingness to 

            Learn and be transformed by those we meet on our 

            journey.
Opening Prayer  (in unison)

             We find ourselves here, O Lord, because your love

             invites us, waits for us. We come with our joys and

             sorrows, our questions and our uncertainties, our

             good judgment and our errors. We ask you to 

             awaken our senses to perceive your presence,

             to hear you and find you in the readings, the

             prayers, the songs, in each brother and sister, in the

             sounds and in the silence.

             Lord awaken our sensibilities which have been 

             dulled by routine, and ever renew in us our thirst for

             you. Stay and bless us, illumine our path, now and

             always, through your great love. Amen

             (By Dora Arce, Pastor, Luyana Presbyterian Church, Havana, Cuba 

                 - Gathering L/EP 2009)
Prayer of Confession (responsive)

             God of the universe, we acknowledge that we often think

             less of you and more of our material possessions.

             When we allow our lives of abundance to 

             overshadow our willingness to share, turn us back

             to your ways of generosity.

            Loosen the bonds that constrict our hearts so we might

            share your love and bounty with all.

            Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ we pray.

            Amen

Words of Assurance

*Hymn #570  Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands

Time with Children/ Prayer with Children

(children may go to Sunday school after the prayer)
We Hear God’s Word for Us

Prayer for Illumination (said by all)


Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your 
Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us today. Amen
Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 58:6-11

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church


Thanks be to God.

Responsive Lesson   Psalm 112   VU #834
         

Anthem
Alleluia, Praise His Name
    Ruth Elaine Schram
Gospel Lesson:

Matthew 25: 31-40


The Gospel of Christ.


Amen. Alleluia!

Message:             “A Journey Just Begun”

We Respond to God’s Word
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer

The Offering of Our Gifts and Tithes

Hymn #600     When I Needed a Neighbour

*Doxology 
We give you but your own,



Whate’er the gift may be:



All that we have is yours alone,



We give it gratefully.



Prayer of Dedication

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Hymn #595    We Are Pilgrims

*Blessing & Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction  Go in love; have no fear 
Bible Readings for Sunday September 27th
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22

Psalm 124, James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50

On September 27th, a walkathon and marathon event will be held in support of all four camps in Toronto Conference: Camp Big Canoe, Camp Simpresca, Lake Scugog Camp, and Sparrow Lake Camp.   All funds raised go directly to the camps.  This is a wonderful way for us to show our support for youth ministry in the United Church.  Please contact Jennifer at 905-771-5124 ext 31 if you are interested in participating.

“Balancing your Personal Medicine Wheel and the law of attraction” Come join us for an 8 week group session with Denise Toner, Natural Law Teacher.  Learn about “Good Life”, the gifts on the Medicine Wheel, self discovery, enhancing awareness, increasing positive feelings and positive thoughts.  This process will greatly enhance personal human development.  All Welcome! Here at St. Paul’s starting on Wednesday, Oct 21, 2009 and every Wednesday for 8 weeks from 7-10pm with doors open at 6pm.  Cost if $150, be comfortable and bring a journal. There will be movement.  To confirm call Denise at 323-2831 or email to naturallawteacher@yahoo.ca.  There will be a free introduction night on October 7th at 7pm, come out and see what it is all about!  For more info see poster.

Senior Information Day hosted by Simcoe North MPP Garfield Dunlop on Friday, October 9 from 9:30am to 2:30pm.  Best Western Highland Inn on King Street. Informative Exhibits, guest speakers, complimentary lunch and refreshments, door prizes. All seniors welcome! See posters for more information.

Thank you to the ladies of the Worship committee for putting fresh flowers in the sanctuary.  
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you 

have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name and mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s.  

Official Board meeting is on Tuesday September 22 at 7pm in the parlour.
Special Hour for our service on Sunday October 4. Rev. Keith Lockhart will be leading our service and our service will be at 11am for that Sunday only.  On this Sunday Rev. Lockhart will be welcoming our newest family members from the Karen Refugee camp thru baptism and membership to the United Church.   Following this service everyone is welcome to a luncheon downstairs. 
Thank you to Pat Edmonds for leading our service today. Next Sunday our service leader will be Lorna Bywater.
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Friday Night at the Movies
Please join us on Friday October 2 at 7:00 pm for the startup of our monthly movie night series. We will be showing the inspirational movie, Remember the Titans starring Denzel Washington. Hope to see you there!
The Circle will meet on Monday September 21st in the parlour at 7pm.  All ladies are welcome!

We are pleased to welcome two friends today from AURA – The Anglican and United Church Refugee Alliance association which has greatly assisted St. Paul’s with the sponsorship application, processing, and arrival of our Karen families from Thailand.  Ian McBride is the executive Director of AURA and is visiting Midland along with Alexandra Kotyk who serves as the Administrative Assistant.
Annual Memorial Day Decoration and Dedication Service at Lakeview Cemetery today September 20th at 2pm.  All veterans and guests welcome.

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:  Ted Watson in HDH,  Kathie Ingram (sister to Bob McVean), Marj Burton in Hillcrest, Joan Doolittle in Hillcrest, & Evelyn Banks has moved to Hillcrest.  Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Fall Colours Car Rally – on Saturday October 3rd.  The cost is $25.00 per person, with a $20.00 tax receipt being issued.  Depart Zeller’s parking lot between 10:30 am & 11:00am and arrive back at St. Paul’s for a Chili dinner at 4:30pm.  All proceeds to the Pipe Organ and Chancel Renovation.  Tickets are available in the church office or from Nick Frans 527-6109 or Colin Whiteside 526-9527 see posters for more info.



Organ & Chancel renovation campaign, the congregational share is $125,000, as a congregation and we are moving steadily toward this goal.  Please consider giving your donation toward this fund by using the PAR givings and dividing it monthly over 1, 2, or 3 years.  Contact Judy in the office at 526-6077 for more info. 

Stewardship minute: Each time we welcome any of God’s children, we welcome Christ in our midst.

	FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP CORNER
	2009
	2009

	Week Ending Sept 18, 2009
	General Funds
	M&S

	 Amt needed weekly to meet budget
	$4,351
	$490

	*Average Weekly to Date (includes par)
	$3,664
	$493

	*Amt Received on Sunday Sept 13th
	$3,814
	$655
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Go Green!!! Use PAR – with PAR you don’t need envelopes so less paper!!! We now have 69 people in the church using the PAR program. Ask Judy in the office at 526-6077 about the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) program.  Make it easy.  Consider PAR as a way to make donations to the Organ Fund that you pay monthly. 








Annual Fellowship Club Beef Dinner 


Wednesday September 23rd in the Great Hall.  


Tickets are now available in church office.


There will be 2 seatings 5pm and 6:15pm; the price is $15.00 for adults and $10 for children 12 and under.  Looking forward to seeing everyone!


Tickets are going fast!!!! Don’t be left out!
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FALL FOOD DRIVE


SUNDAY SEPT 27TH, Oct 4TH and OCT 11TH.  Please bring non-perishable items for donation to the Salvation Army food bank! The following items are especially needed, small jars of peanut butter, canned spaghetti sauce, kraft dinner, and ready to eat canned soups. 





UCW Spring Rummage Sale:  on Friday Oct 30th at Penetang Legion 10am – 2pm hosted by the UCW.  This is the time to donate your excess treasures & saleable items of clothing, housewares, etc.  “Re-Sale & Re-Use” for more info see poster or call Kay at 549-2575. Any items for donation to the sale, will be accepted at the legion on Thursday Oct 29th after 12 noon, or morning of sale before 9:00a.m!











