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Christmas Newsletter!
The season of Christmas is fast approaching; November 29 is the First Sunday of Advent.  Our Christmas newsletter will be coming out on that date.  Please get your articles, reports, stories, poems, pictures etc and have them into the church office by Friday November 20th.  
Service Leaders in November

November 8th
Colin Whiteside – Remembrance Day Service

November 15th  Andy Ahrens

November 22nd Pat Edmonds

November 29th Lorna Bywater – First Sunday in Advent
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 1st, 2009

We Gather in Jesus’ Name

(*indicates people will stand if able)
(For this Sunday all the children will go to Sunday school before the service starts)
   Prelude Music
Meditation 
It has been said that the saints are the footnotes of the Gospel. The saints that I have known were more than that.  All the books that I have ever read and all the sermons that I have ever heard have never moved me so powerfully nor made me feel the touch of the Lord as closely as the encounter with a brother or sister that the Lord has touched.                  George Montague: Riding The Wind
* Processional Hymn #806 O God Our Help in Ages Past (vss1thru4)
Lighting The Christ Candle – The Christ Candle is the visible 
symbol of the invisible presence of the living God with us in 
all the experiences of our lives, wherever we may be.
Welcoming and Announcements

Invitation to Worship 
Reader: 

There is good news this morning!







Let us rejoice and celebrate the love of God







that created and sustains the life of each one of us:







not because of any merit of our own;







but because that Love has willed every life should be.

People:  
We are here this morning because we recognize







deep within our being that alone, we are incomplete.







In the heart of each of us lies the certainty







that life is not accidental; but produced and 







empowered by One greater than we in whom we 






place our faith.

Reader:

Let us worship the universal Creator:







the One who gives meaning and purpose to life







and to whom we can turn in joy, sorrow, or confusion







because we are loved as if there was only one to love.
Prayer of Approach    (said in unison)






Reader: Let us pray  






Gracious God, who contains all life within Your 






eternal and timeless love we gather again this hour 





as a people committed to Jesus and His Way

All Saints and All Souls Days

This morning we are celebrating All Saints and All Souls Days in our worship.  Traditionally, around the world, Christians observe All Saints Day on November 1 and All Souls Day on November 2.  The two are significantly different but equally important within our faith heritage; but they both are often ignored within the United Church tradition.

All Saints' Day is the remembrance of Christians down through the years who died at the hands of oppressors or by violence because of their faith.  Many are officially declared and venerated Saints in the classic Roman Catholic tradition (although not all Roman Catholic saints died a martyr's death.)  People like Archbishop Oscar Romero in South America or Deitrich Bonhoffer, a protestant Christian pastor and theologian killed by the Nazis in the dying days of World War 2 as well as other Christians oppressed and killed for their faith are good examples of those whose lives and testimony we remember and celebrate on this day.

All Souls' Day is the remembrance of Christians down through the years who lived and died faithful to what they believed but without the violence and abuse that marked the death of the martyrs.  (Within the Protestant Community they, too, are called "saints", as are all Believers.)  These are the people who, like many of us, live "lives of quiet desperation" and who daily turn to Christ for inspiration and hope to enable us to cope with all the pressures and struggles we encounter daily -- without fanfare or notoriety.  Such people could have been your mother, or son; or the school teacher or youth leader who affected your life in ways that you never realized until years later and that they never knew about.

This week, remember and give thanks to God for all those who have shared Christian faith and love with you and who, together, have helped to form the foundation for your faith.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

For the month of

[image: image1.wmf]
                November 2nd    Victor Denise


                             George Nayduk
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                   5th     Bill Heeley


                   6th     Clint Truax


                   7th     Brenda Fleming


                   8th     Linda Thornhill


                   11th   Gary Price


                   13th   Kaw Lah Shee


                   19th    Heather Wilson


                   22nd   Bill Coveyduck


                   22nd   Carly Moreau


                  
   28th    Mary Weaver
Happy Birthday from your family at St. Paul’s
Salvation Army Christmas Kettles – Volunteers are needed for the kettles for 2 hour shifts.  Dates are Nov 20, 21, 27, 28 30th thru Dec 24th except for Sundays.  If you can take a shift or for more information call Joan at 361-2433.

Serenata concert on Sunday, Nov 8th at 7:30pm at Calvary Baptist Church 598 King St. Serenata will be performing the “Requiem” by G. Faure.  Free admission, donations to the food bank is gratefully accepted for more information call 866-461-1830.





as generations before us have done to celebrate 




love and hope and Your presence in our lives





to give You thanks; and to wait once again for Your 




Spirit to renew us and inspire us to serve the Vision of 




Truth in all times, in all places, in all ways.





Speak, Lord: for Your servants listen.  Amen
*Hymn #580

     Faith of Our Fathers




Prayer of Reflection (said in unison)

Reader:  Let us reflect on our lives.  Let us pray.





O God, in whose steadfast love




we live and move and have our being:





help us to remember that the saints of the early church





were men and women like ourselves





who shared our humanity and foibles





and who knew doubt and fear, failure and frustration,





hope and despair, joy and grief as we do.





Like us, their faith was incomplete; and they often 




failed to live up to their own expectations or potential.





Help us to realize and accept that You expect




   “Excellence of Effort; not Perfection of Performance”





empower us to be gentle and kind 





with ourselves and with others – as You are -- 





giving us new opportunities to grow





in body, mind and spirit in the Way of Jesus





because of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit





as daily we learn from our experiences 






and Christ’s example and inspiration.  Amen
Words of Assurance
We Hear God’s Word for Us
Anthem
Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord
Mendelssohn
Prayer for Illumination (said by all)


Lord, help us to listen to your Holy Word, opening our 
minds to what you are saying to us.


Help us to obey your Commandments, not choosing to 
only obey what is easiest for us.  We ask this in your 
name.  Amen
First Lesson



2 Timothy 1:3-7

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church


Thanks be to God.
Message:
                “Miss May”
We Respond to God’s Word
*Hymn #697    O For A World   (verses 1, 2, and 5)

The Offering of Our Gifts and Tithes

Prayer of Thankfulness
*Offering Gathered and Presented (Tune of Hymn #123)
Sung in place of the Doxology 
  The Spirit lives within us, if we will call Christ Lord;
  and gives Divine direction according to God’s word.  
  Inspire us, Lord, and use us; so too these gifts this day.
  Bless gifts and lives then share them: a better world we pray.  David B. Black 1942-Copyright David B.  Black, 2003; Used with permission.
Prayer of Commitment
Dedication of bench in memory of Wilf Bryce

Reception of New Members
Elder (to Minister): Reverend Sir: 



Ruth Brown, has expressed the desire to join 





formally with the congregation of St Paul’s United Church, 



Midland; 
and our Membership Committee concurs with this 



request.  I present her to you on behalf of the congregation




and ask that you induct her now into our fellowship.

Minister (to New Member):




Ruth: Jesus Christ has called you 




into the fellowship of His Church. 



Now He joins you to the life and mission




of this congregation.  I invite you to proclaim your faith, here 



and now, in the presence of your brothers and sisters.


New Member:




I joyfully declare that Jesus Christ is my Saviour and 



Lord.

Minister (to New Member):




All around you are Christ’s people:




a family which is His gift to you.




Will you share your talents and gifts – your very self –




with us in our common life and work:

New Member:




I intend to be a faithful member of this congregation




serving Christ in any way I can.

One Warm Coat:  The Salvation Army Coat Drive from Oct 14 thru January 15, 2010.  If you have a donation of a coat, you can either bring it into the church office during the week or take them directly to the store located in the Mountainview Mall.  Thank You!
The Communication Committee (formerly Contact) is endeavouring to form a team of visitors to provide congregational care to the members and friends of St. Paul’s. We feel that at this time it is important to maintain a personal contact with some of our church family. We have the list of names taken from the most recent talent survey, but if this is something you might consider participating in, please contact Judy in the office at 526-6077 or Sheila Thompson as 526-2186. Organization, training and support will be provided.
Out of the Cold:  Beginning December 1, 2009 OUT OF THE COLD is again opening its doors to all who are in need of a hot meal and a warm place to sleep.  We are in need of volunteers who can provide as little as four hours a week to share with those in need.  If you are able to help or would like more information please call Gord McKay at 526-7129.


	FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP CORNER
	2009
	2009

	Week Ending Oct30, 2009
	General Funds
	M&S

	 Amt needed weekly to meet budget
	$4,351
	$490

	*Average Weekly to Date (includes par)
	$3,814
	$500

	*Amt Received on Sunday Oct 25th
	$6,114
	$344


HOMEMADE APPLE PIES: The Circle ladies are back in the kitchen again.  We will be selling homemade apple pies (YUM) on today after the morning service in the parlour.  

The cost is $10.00 per pie.

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
The choir would like to thank everyone for their support at our Band/Choir concert.  Special thanks to Colin Whiteside and Bruce Wilcox for removing the pews and putting them back and Ernie Cowden and John McCullough for selling the tickets at the door, the choir would also like to thank Judy McConnell for all she did and still does.  A total of $2345.00 has been handed over to the Organ Fund.  

Fellowship Club – meet on Tuesday, November 3rd at 7:30pm in the gym.  A special Remembrance Day program with Lynn and Brian Marshall.  Everyone is welcome! Tickets for the Annual Christmas dinner for members and guests will be available at the meeting on November 3rd.
WORK WANTED!   - Are you in need of help raking leaves, cleaning windows, general help around the home, snow shovelling your sidewalk or driveway after each snowfall,  housecleaning, or shopping for seniors?  Our new Karen family members are now interested in seeking employment opportunities. Starting salary $10./hr. Walking distance from St. Paul’s or pickup may be needed. Some initial instruction may be required for your specific needs. To arrange,  please call  Lori Payne;  549-9876
Offering Counters:  A schedule for the new year for the weekly offering counters is being prepared, if you are interested in being a counter or if you don’t wish to continue as a counter, please contact Wayne Morrison at 526-6887.
Minister (to New Member):



Beyond these walls wait people hungry for hope;



a world longing for saving love. 



Jesus Christ now calls you now to join with Him, and us, to 


make this grace believable to all people everywhere.



Will you accept this mission as your central task



in everything you do?

New Member:



With God’s help, I will be Christ’s disciple.



I will obey His word.  I will share His love.

Minister (to congregation):



Members and friends of St Paul’s United Church:



Let us greet this new member and welcome her



into our hearts and into the life and work



of the family of God.

Congregation:



Ruth: we receive you as a new sister.



We welcome you, and offer to you, 



the fellowship and mission of our congregation.



We promise to you love and friendship



as together we follow in the Way of Jesus our Lord.

Everyone: Praise be to God

Presentation of Certificate

Welcome To The New Member
The Sacrament Of Infant Baptism

Elder (to Minister): Reverend Sir:




Jennifer Graham and Michael McFadden, and




Jillian and Danny Eaton have come to present




Abigail and Isabelle McFadden, and




Zachary and Mickayla Eaton




for the rite of Infant Baptism within the congregation of St 



Paul’s United Church, Midland.


  

Our Membership Committee concurs with these requests.




I present them to you on behalf of the congregation and ask




that you baptize them now into the fellowship of the universal 


Christian community here within St Paul’s United Church.

Minister:



From the beginning of time, people have come before their 



God and their community to celebrate the miracle of life.




We pause, now, in thanksgiving, in the presence of these 



children.  Their lives are different from all who have lived 



before and from all who are yet to be created.




We stop in awe before this uniqueness:




this gift of God’s Grace.

Minister (to congregation):




In the lives of these children the human race begins again.




Their new lives help us to hope again.




As we accept these children will you open yourselves




to the future they contain?




Will you re-dedicate yourselves




to active concern for all children?




Will you help to enrich this family of faith




in which these children may grow 




into the fullness of Christ?




Congregation:  Yes.  We will.

Minister (to Parents):


Jennifer and Michael; Jillian and Danny:


As parents, you come to present your children



in thanksgiving to God -- who is the source of all life.



It is your parental calling to love your children



so that they will experience trust and fulfilment.



It is your personal opportunity to discover 



the unique individuality God has placed 



in each child's life and to nourish it’s ripening.



It is your spiritual responsibility to help your children grow


  
in the knowledge and love of God revealed in Jesus Christ.



Will you accept these obligations



promising to remain faithful to each 


whatever the future may bring?



Parents:  Yes.  I will.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Minister (to Godparents):


Godparents:  you are here today 


to support your Godchildren's parents and to declare



your willingness to share love with these children


in every way possible.  Will you affirm your own faith



in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord;



and your commitment to these children and their parents



whatever the future may bring?



Godparents:  Yes.  I will.

this morning: Zachary and Mickayla Eaton, children of Jillian and Danny Eaton.
May God grant His blessing upon them and all whose lives entwine with each of them.
Thank you to Rev. David Black for leading our service today. Next Sunday will be our Remembrance Day service and our leader will be Colin Whiteside. 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank:  For many years now, St. Paul’s has supported the Canadian Foodgrains Bank Canadian farmers grow food for the world’s hungry, and we help them financially through our offering.  A dollar given to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank is matched 4 to 1 by the Canadian government.  An offering envelop is placed in the bulletin.  Please, prayerfully consider your response to world hunger. There are envelopes on the back window which you can use for your offering. We will be accepting donations to this worthy cause for the next 3 weeks!! Remember no donation is too small, as the government with matching it 4 to 1.  So far we have had $2530.00 donated.
Update on Organ Fund - As a congregation we have raised $79,932 dollars towards this project but we still have $45,068 left to raise to meet the congregational share of $125,000.  Would you like to donate to the Organ & Chancel Fund but find giving a lump sum does not work for you, please consider the PAR program, and give your donation monthly.  You can take it over a time frame that works for you, 6 months, 1 year or up to 3 years. 

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:  Ted Watson #1 North in HDH, Marj Burton in Hillcrest, Joan Doolittle in Hillcrest, & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest.  Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Stewardship minute: Trusting God’s abundance, even in perceived scarcity, helps generate a culture of generosity.
To protect everyone against the recent H1N1 Flu Virus, we have put Sanitary Hand Gel in all the bathrooms and at the front door of the church and in the chair lift area so that people in the church and greeters may use these.  Taking precautions like
· washing your hands frequently,
· avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth, 
· Cough or sneeze into your arm not your hand. 
· Get your flu shot,
· keep common surface areas clean and disinfected 
· And if you’re sick, stay home!
Our Communion preparers this morning are Marlis Dupuis, and Ruth & Gunter Freund. Our Communion servers are Antje Clarke, Joe Faragher, Judy & Tom Hazell, Elinor Munro, Kay Robson, Jim & Sally Sinclair, Shirley Steffler. 

Today we are dedicating the bench that has been placed on the front lawn to the memory of Wilf Bryce for his many years of dedication to St. Paul’s.  We welcome his wife Joye and their daughters and family who are with us today at our service. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF OUR GUESTS, taking flash photographs is not permitted at any time during the worship service.  The minister will accommodate baptismal photographs following the service, upon request.  Auxiliary lighting for video cameras or home movies is not permitted during the service.
Through the rite of Affirmation of Faith we welcome Ruth Brown into full membership on the Official Roll of St Paul’s United Church, Midland, Ontario.  We thank her for choosing to be part of the fellowship and mission of our congregation.
Through the Sacrament of Infant Baptism, we welcome into the universal Christian family at St Paul’s United Church, Midland, Ontario, this morning: Abigail and Isabelle McFadden, daughters of Jennifer Graham and Michael McFadden; and God-daughters of Brandy Winter and Martin Kraftscik.   

Through the Sacrament of Infant Baptism, we welcome into the universal Christian family at St Paul’s United Church, Midland, 
Minister (to Parents):



In presenting your children for baptism



do you confess your faith in Jesus as Lord



and affirm your intention to meet with us regularly



to celebrate His presence and to discern His Truth?



Parents:  Yes.  I do.
Minister:    What is the name of this child?

Parents (for each child individually):


Abigail Brandy McFadden.


Isabelle Christena McFadden.


Zachary Eaton.


Mickayla Eaton.

Minister (to each child individually):  


Abigail Brandy McFadden:


Isabelle Christena McFadden:


Zachary Eaton:


Mickayla Eaton:


I baptise you in the name of God the Father,


God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit


in the hope that in due time you will confess


your own faith in God and will yourself 


confirm your membership in Christ’s Church.

Minister (to congregation):


See what love the Father has for us



that we should be called: 


Children of God – as indeed we are! (1 John 3:1)

Minister (to parents):


May God give you grace and courage,



wisdom and strength, to share divine love with this child



so that you can help him/her grow into adulthood and 



responsibility according to the vision of Truth God has given to 

you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen

Presentation Of Candles and Certificates
The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation To The Lord’s Table
[Note to our guests:  We invite all people -- regardless of age, theology, or church membership – who “love the Lord a little and who would like to love Him more” to partake of this sacrament with us this morning here in the fellowship of the Family of God.] 
* Communion Hymn:  Here O My Lord  Tune of #459 (part 1) 

Here, O my Lord, I come to share Your grace, 


with solemn joy, my heart uplifts in praise; 


now sense anew in sight and touch and taste: 


the mystery of Your presence in this place. 


Through faith and love I come to find anew 


the fellowship of life lived close to You; 


with contrite heart I know my love is true 


ev'n if not shown in everything I do. 


With others too, whose faith is frail like mine, 


joined in the bond of Christ our lives entwine; 


humbly we come to share the bread and wine ‑‑ 


a living presence of Your love divine. 

        *
*Uncovering The Elements
A New Creed:

Reader: Let us stand and affirm our faith together.


We are not alone. We live in God's world.


We believe in God: who has created and is creating,


who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh


to reconcile and make new,


who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the church:


to celebrate God's presence,



to live with respect in Creation,


to love and serve others,


to seek justice and resist evil,


to pro​claim Jesus, crucified and risen,


our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,

God is with us. We are not alone.

Thanks be to God.     Amen
History of The Communion Tradition

Great Prayer Of The Table and Lord’s Prayer

Breaking The Bread; Lifting The Cup
Distribution of the Elements 
  [Note to our guests:  You will be asked to get out of your seat and 
proceed to one of the Serving Stations to receive a piece of 
bread and dip it in the wine and consume both immediately

before proceeding back to your seat.  If you are unable to get to 
the Serving Station please raise your hand and the elements of 
Communion will be brought to you.]

Prayer

* Covering The Elements

* Hymn:   Here O My Lord   Tune of #459 (part 2) 

The bread of life was given to all who share 


the memory of the life God would not spare 


to prove His love: how much He dared to care, 


so we can live our lives without despair. 


The blood was given that new life may begin 


by all who claim the power of God within. 


The Holy Spirit gives release from sin. 


All humankind the love of God shall win! 


Now let us go, in love and faith again. 


A mighty force: His love we shall proclaim. 


Living his story; Christ on us depends! 


go tell the world His news from end to end. 

          ‑ David B. Black 1942 


(Copyright: David B. Black. 1978. Used by permission.) 

We Go Forth in God’s Name

* Commissioning and Benediction

Choral Benediction           Amen Alleluia!
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you 

have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name and mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s.  
St. Paul’s United Church
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Go Green!!! Use PAR – with PAR you don’t need envelopes so less paper!!! We now have 70 people in the church using the PAR program. Ask Judy in the office at 526-6077 about the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) program.  Make it easy.  Consider PAR as a way to make donations to the Organ Fund that you pay monthly. 
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