The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3rd, 2009
We Gather in Jesus’ Name
(* means people will stand if able)
Prelude Music
*Processional Hymn#686    God of Grace and God of Glory
Call to Worship 


We declare what we have heard: God’s love abides!


We declare what we have seen: God’s love abides!


We declare what we have felt: God’s love abides!


We have heard and seen and felt



that when we follow Jesus’ commandment,



he lives again in our abiding love.

Prayer of Confession (said by all)

Loving God, you call us to lay down our lives for each other, and we resist even laying down our egos. We resist laying down our shopping bags, our plasma TVs, and our video games. We are resistant in laying aside a portion of our money for the good of others. Giving, Loving God, let our own hearts condemn us until we turn to you in repentance. Then forgive us and guide us into faithful obedience. Amen.
Words of Assurance


Welcoming & Announcements

Organ/Sanctuary Project Message ---Don McMaster
*Hymn#340
Jesus, friend of little children

Time with Children/ Prayer with Children
(Children may go up to Sunday school after the prayer)
We Hear God’s Word for Us
Prayer for Illumination (said by all) 

  
God for whom there are no barriers, no stones too 

big to remove, roll away our resistance to you. Let

your words fill us with new life and bring us out 
from the tomb of indifference, alive again in you. 


            Amen.
First Lesson                    


Acts 4: 5-12


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 


Thanks be to God.

Hymn# 747
The Lord’s My Shepherd
Psalm 23

New Testament Lesson                             
1 John 3: 16-24 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 


Thanks be to God.

Anthem                Blessed, Holy Jesus              Jay Althouse
Gospel Lesson 



John 10: 11-18



The Gospel of Christ.

    

Amen. Alleluia!
Message:          Choosing The Good Shepherd’s Way!

Prayers of the People



We Gather at the Lord’s Table

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

The Offering of Our Gifts & Tithes
Hymn#210
You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
*Doxology



We give you but your own,

Whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is yours alone,

We give it gratefully.
*Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self    
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
 (pg 932 communion setting)
   The Lord be with you. 

   And also with you. 

   Lift up your hearts.

   We lift them to the Lord.

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

   It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and

   praise,…   place, to the glory of your mighty name:


                Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might,

             Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 

             Hosanna in the highest!

               Blessed is the one who comes in your name.

               Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus …..   

So we proclaim the mystery of faith.


Christ has died.



Christ is risen.



Christ will come, come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and   

upon….. 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Communion

Prayer after Communion
We Go Forth in Jesus’ Name
*Hymn#232 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You
*The Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction 
Amen Alleluia!  
Hymn of the Day: You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd

Sylvia Dunstan wrote this text on a bus while returning from work as a prison chaplain. The church has struggled for centuries with the question of Jesus’ identity – he is truly human and truly God, one person with two distinct natures. Dustan’s paradoxical images are both striking and thought provoking. The tune, Paradox, by Jan Van Maanen was composed for this text. Other tunes used for this hymn are Regent Square and Picardy.
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name and mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s.
Doors Open Huronia! On June 6 & 7 our church will be one of the historical buildings that will open our doors for the public to view.  We are looking for volunteers to greet people at the door and give tours on Saturday morning until 2pm and on Sunday after church till approximately 3pm in the afternoon. If you are interested in volunteering for an hour or a day etc, please contact the church office.

Donate your soup can wrappers to help purchase playground equipment for Mundy’s Bay School.  You can take your wrappers into the Elegant Gourmet at 235 King St. 528-0250 
Stewardship Minute:  Through God’s shepherding love, good stewards respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters by loving one another. 

Music for Mozambique:  On Saturday May 9th at 7:30pm here at St. Paul’s. This is a benefit concert under the artistic direction of John Coull.  Performing are the Golden Tones Saxophone Ensemble, The Children’s Community Choir, Vox Huronia, The Coull Jazz band. Tickets are $10 and $5 for students.  See bulletin board for poster. For tickets call Ruth 526-6024, Trish 549-5226 and Heather 526-5361, tickets will be available at the door.  

Tea & Luncheon at St. James on-the-Lines Anglican Church Hall 200 church St. Penetang.  Saturday May 16th from 11:30am to 2:00pm. Bake Sale and Craft table included

Thank you to everyone that contributed to World Development. We have surpassed our target of $2500.00 and have raised $3334.38  This week is the last to accept donations for the Lenten World Development project. If you still wish to donate, please get your donations into the church this week.  Thank You!

The Communion servers this week are: Joe Faragher, Sharon Foster, Sefi Held, Ann Kerry, Joan Lavin, Beatrice Nayduk, Bernice Spearn, Betty Lou & Greg Rothwell, and Linda & Bruce Wilcox. The preparers are Zena Pendlebury, & Gail Wilcox.

The Fellowship Club‘s next meeting is Tuesday, May 5 @ 7:30pm in the gym.  Our speaker is Dr. Susan Lyons, Doctor of Chiropractic, and Bachelor of Science of Human Biology.  Honour Bachelor of Kinesiology.  She will tell us how we can keep agile and healthy!  Everyone welcome!
Congratulations:  Bright & Kim Yun are pleased to welcome a new son into the world.  Sean Yun who was born early Wednesday morning.  Sean is the third child for Bright & Kim. Mother, Father and son are doing well!  Bright is the new minister at Christian Island United Church.

Simcoe Presbyterial UCW annual meeting to be held at Northwest United Church, 464 Ferndale Drive N. Barrie,  on Monday May 4th.  Registration and Coffee at 9am, speaker is Eleanor Wood (well-known for her humour).  Lunch provided for a donation. See posters for more info.

UCW Rummage Sale:  The Penetang UCW ladies would like to extend a big thank you to the congregation for their ongoing support of our recent rummage sale.  For your donations, for your donation of time to set up and clean up and great sales staff who sold the many items we received.  A profit was realized of $1,115.00!!! We couldn’t do it without your help! Thank You!
Talent Auction:  The Circle ladies would like to thank everyone who helped with setting up for the talent auction.  Thanks to all who contributed items and to all the successful bidders.  Special thanks to Bruce and Ernie for getting all those bids.  Also thanks to Linda Wilcox and Judy McConnell for helping as well.  Committee members, great job once again! Thanks

Organ & Chancel renovation campaign. Last week we officially began our campaign to raise the congregational share of the cost of the renewal and upgrading of our chancel and pipe organ. If you did not receive a brochure last week, you will find some at the front door of the church and on the back window. Our share is $125,000 as a congregation, and we ALREADY have over $28,000 in the bank!  Remember, your contribution has to be separate from your monthly commitment, as well as financially comfortable for you. Thanks - and bless you!  
The following ladies, Jean Dick, Sonya Fisher, Carol Morrison and Elinor Munro have recently created a new banner to replace one that had been damaged,  it is the one on the east side of the church.  Thank you ladies!
The Town of Midland Candlelight Tribute service in honour of those who served in the Canadian Armed Forces and who laid down their lives in the cause of Freedom, Justice and Peace will be held at the Cenotaph this Wednesday, May 6th at 7:30pm. Everyone Welcome!
About our Sponsored Karen Family – recently we had an insert in the bulletin, if you did not receive one; there are some on the back window of the church.  If you are able to help please fill in and return to the church!
WILLIAM PLAYTER-At a recent Convention of OPSEU (Ontario Public Service Employees Union) in Toronto one of our members from St. Paul's, Bill Playter, was awarded the Honourary Lifetime Membership Award for his commitment and service to the membership.

Bill is well known and respected for the compassion and care he has shown towards his patients at the psychiatric hospital where he worked for many years until his recent retirement. Bill is also known for his many years of fighting for disability rights and accommodation issues. One of his many achievements includes signing the first Workplace Accommodation Agreement used in the Public Service.
Congratulations Bill!
Information on our New Website: www.stpaulsmidland.org. The St. Paul’s website can be accessed by typing into your address line www.stpaulsmidland.org.  Since the new site has been online, we have had over a 1000 visits!!!
Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers: Kathie Ingram (sister to Bob McVean), Marj Burton in Hillcrest, June Walton at home, Joan Doolittle in Hillcrest, & Evelyn Banks has moved to Hillcrest.  Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
The flowers at the front of the church are placed in memory of Florence Gunn, a past member of St. Paul’s, who passed away recently in her 100th year. Our condolences go out to Florence’s family for their loss.

2011 Bulletin Photos:  If you are interested in seeing a photo you have taken used on one of our bulletins covers, please see the bulletin board for information and an entry form to submit your photo.  The deadline to submit photos is June 5, 2009.  

Bible Study, on Wednesday mornings from 10:30am to 12pm
Everyone Welcome!  Readings May10th, 2009

Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8
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