Do you need church envelopes…if so please call the church office at 526-6077.  We also have our PAR program which allows you to make your donations as a direct payment thru you bank once a month.  We have close to 80 families, an individuals giving their donations to the church this way.
JNAC report ***Copies of this report have been emailed or hand delivered to all members of the following committees – Official Board, Trustees and Ministry & Personnel.  If are on one of these committees and have not yet received a copy, please let the church office know.  
Yard and Bake Sale and BBQ  for the Huronia Pregnancy Resource Centre May 22nd,2010 at the River of Life Church,  170 Eight street, Midland 8am to 1pm.  527-4272 or cell 527-3744, ask for Diena.  Drop off of items at the River of Life Church, Thurs. May 20th, after 6pm. and anytime after 9am. Fri. May 21

No electronic equipment or clothing Donations of baked goods gladly accepted.  Men to help lift tables out also gladly accepted
Rummage Sale, May 8th at All Saints Church Hall in Penetanguishene. 8am to noon.
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Fifth Sunday after Easter

May 2, 2010
**When you see this sign, please stand as you are able.
The Gathering
Prelude Music
** Processional Hymn VU#395   Come In, Come In and Sit Down
Welcome and Announcements
Please join together in the singing of 
The Surely

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,

I can feel His mighty power and His Grace. 

 I can feel the brush of angel’s wings, 
I see glory on each face,

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Call to Worship

The grace and the peace of the risen Lord be with you.


And also with you.

I was glad when they said to me: Let us go into the House of the Lord!

And so here we are! Families together! Young and old alike!

Here we are celebrating that God is our true parent and Jesus our true brother!
Let us worship the Lord today in gladness and in song!
**Hymn # 412
This Is the Day

Introduction to Prayer of Confession
Prayer of Confession
Let us pray: Gracious and loving God, as we reflect on the wonder and glory of your being, and the depth of your love for us, we are conscious of our failure to learn from you and from the sacrificial love of Jesus.  So often our understanding of glory is linked with prestige and power and position.  Jesus’ understanding of glory was linked to a love that was prepared to go to the uttermost limits of love.

Forgive us when selfish pursuit of glory takes precedence over Jesus’ command to love one another as he has loved us.
“As he has loved us”-we confess our lack of commitment to make Jesus’ self-giving love the truly identifying mark of our community of faith.  

Congratulations St. Paul’s thru generous donations from our congregation to the Lenten Fund we have raised $4085.21 towards the Midland Street Outreach Program.   With the matching from our Special Projects fund we will be donating $8170.42 to this worthy program in town. If you have not yet made your donation please do so by the end of April.  Please make your cheques out to St. Paul’s and indicate that it is for the Lenten Fund

Community Living Huronia is celebrating 50 years in 2010 of supporting people with exceptionalities in North Simcoe.  They are planning a Gold Anniversary Tea on Sunday May 16th from 1:30 to 3:30pm at the North Simcoe Sports & Recreation Centre in Midland.
Lively discussions, interesting talks and great desserts await you at the What’s in the Bible for Monday? Explore how the Bible is relevant in your life between Sundays, beginning Tuesday, April 27th for 6 weeks ending June 1st. In small groups a different passage will be explored each week – the Good Samaritan, Jonah, the Exodus, the book of Ruth, the Prodigal Son and the feeding of the multitude. Come prepared for a fresh look at these stories. Sponsored by St. Mark’s Anglican and Holy Cross Lutheran Churches, all are welcome. The series is held at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 845 Yonge Street and begins at 6:30 p.m. with dessert. Come for any of the sessions, or all of them and bring a Bible
85th Anniversary of the United Church – on June 6th.  In anticipation of this celebration the United Church twinned pastoral charges across Canada.  St. Paul’s Midland has been twinned with St. Paul’s Pastoral Charge, McAdam, New Brunswick.

St. Paul’s Choir will be performing in the Musical Festival on May 13th at 8:30pm.
Gideon’s: I want to pass on a sincere thank you to St. Paul’s congregation for supporting the missionary work of the Gideons.  We rec’d $280 in unsolicited contributions from several parishioners as they left the service, who was a result of our visit valued the work that the Gideons are doing around the world.  This $280 transfers into at least 6 school class rooms somewhere around the world, which will be able to have copies of God’s word.  Without the Gideons and the generosity of caring Christians like your congregation, this would not happen.  As Gideons we distribute one million scriptures around the world every 6 days.  Your contributions and support is recognized and will not be forgotten here or in eternity.     In his service, Max Connolly

Robbert Hartog Books – we still have a few books in the church office, the cost is $25.00 and monies go to our Outreach programs.

Fellowship Club:  Will meet on Tuesday May 4th at 7:30pm in the Great Hall.  Lah Eh Shee and members of her family will be presenting a talk about their life before Canada.  Everyone in the congregation is invited to join into what should be a wonderful evening.
Midland Candlelight Tribute Ceremonies on Wednesday May 12 at 7:30pm at the Cenotaph on King Street.  In the event of rain, ceremonies will be held at the North Simcoe Sports & Recreation Centre, Community Hall.
2012 United Church Bulletin Photos: each year the United Church calls for pictures to be submitted which they use on the covers of the printed bulletins we use each week.  There are entry forms in the church office outlining how to submit your pictures. The deadline for submissions is June 4th, 2010.
It is with sadness we announce the passing of the Wayne Broad a past member of St. Paul’s in his 70th year son, of Florence & Graydon Broad.  The funeral will be held in Lindsay, ON on May 6th at 2pm at Queen St United Church, Lindsay.

**Official Board Meeting on Tuesday May 11th in the Parlour to discuss the JNAC report, please plan to attend.

Forgive us when we put economic, racial, social or other boundaries on our love.

When we express his limitless love in all our relationships and dealings with people, both inside and outside the church-then-Jesus said “everyone will know that you are my disciples”
Remind us, O God, that even when our love falters, your love remains constant.

You have the power to make all things new.

Renew and rekindle our love for you and for one another.

Fill our hearts and minds with Jesus’ selfless love so that, like him, we glorify you in all we do and say.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen
Words of Assurance
**Hymn # 357     Tell Me the Stories of Jesus
Children’s Time/Lord’s Prayer

(the children will go up to Sunday school after the prayer)

We Hear God’s Word for Us

Prayer for Illumination 
Lord open our hearts and minds by the power of the holy spirit, that as the scriptures are read and your word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today.
First Lesson:              Acts 11:1-8 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.



Thanks be to God

Responsive Lesson:

Psalm 148 page #871 VU
Second Lesson:

Revelations 21: 1-6

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.



Thanks be to God

Anthem            Let Melodies Rise
                McGuire/Rush and Pethel
Gospel Lesson:

John 13, 31-35


This is the Gospel, the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ


Praise to thee, Lord Christ!
Message:
     Love Commandment!
We Respond to God’s Word
Prayers of the People
Offering

Hymn VU # 713
I See a New Heaven
**Doxology 
We give you but your own,



Whate’er the gift may be



All that we have is yours alone,



We give it gratefully.

** Prayer of Dedication

We Go Forth in God’s Name

**Hymn VU# 670   Precious Lord, Take My Hand
**Benediction
**Choral Benediction
Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in Love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith.  Amen.

(Reproduced with permission under license #c18681

NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. Join us for coffee after the service, in the 

Great Hall downstairs, compliments of the Property Committee.


Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:      Doris Widdes has been moved to Residence on King, Mary Edwards is in Penetang Hospital, Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Visitors Program:  We have a visitors program in place that people can suggest names of those who would like someone to contact them, you can call the church office if you have someone that needs a visit!

The flowers in the chancel are in celebration of Tom & Judy Hazell's 34th Wedding Anniversary, with thanks for our congregation's love and support for the last 19 of them!
New Members Sunday is on May 16th.  If you wish to become a new member please contact the office at 526-6077. 
Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, starting May 5th in the Chapel from 10:30 to 12 noon. The lectionary readings we will engage in will be: Acts 16: 9 - 15; Revelation 21: 10 & 22 to 22: 5; and John 14: 23 - 29.  
Rev. Jim McKean will be starting full time May 4th: Rev. Jim will be in the office full time Tuesdays thru Friday and lead our Sunday Services starting May 4th.  He will be in this capacity until June 30th, 2011.  Anyone needing Pastoral visits is invited to call our church office, 526-6077, to arrange a time. 
Movie Night
Come join us on Friday May 7 at 7:00 pm for the classic film, Magnificent Obsession, starring Rock Hudson and Jane Wyman. What do the critics say? “One of Hollywood’s great melodramas.” 
 “…a visionary tale…” See you there! 
Food For Thought
Our next meeting is this Tuesday, May 4th, at 7:00 pm in the parlour. Curious? Come check it out. Everyone’s welcome. See you there.
Inaugural Organ Concert at St. Paul’s on Saturday May 15th at 7:30pm.  No admission fee – a free-will offering will to go Huronia Community Foundation’s Cliff Pendlebury Endowment Fund.  The program will showcase the immense versatility of this wonderful new organ and features a variety of local talent.
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Serenata Choir will perform “Last Night at the Proms” on Saturday May 8th at St. Paul’s united church at 7:30pm.  Admission is $20.00 and tickets are available from Johnstone’s musicland.  See poster for more details!








