Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 16, 2010
**When you see this sign, please stand as you are able.


We Gather as God’s Children

** Processional Hymn VU# 681 

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship (Please turn to the back of the bulletin)

Introit:


Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,


I can feel the mighty power, and God’s Grace.


I can feel the brush of angel’s winds,


I see the glory on each face,


Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Prayer of Confession

Forgive them all, O Lord:

our sins of omission and our sins of commission;

the sins of our youth and the sins of our riper years; the sins of our souls an the sins of our bodies; our secret and our more open sins; our sins of ignorance and surprise;

 
and our deliberate and presumptuous sins;

the sins we have done to please ourselves;

the sins we have done to please others;

the sins we know and remember;

and the sins we have forgotten;

the sins we have striven to hide from others;

and the sins by which we have made others offend; forgive them, O Lord, forgive them all for Jesus’ sake, who died because of the sins of others, and rose for our justification,

an now stands at God’s right hand to make intercession for us,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

** Hymn VU# 579 “The Church is Wherever God’s People”

Children’s Time and Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

The Children are invited to go up to Sunday school.

Change of date - Planting Day if you would like to help with planting the annual’s in Church beds Mary Ellen would appreciate your help on Wednesday June 2nd at 10am bring your gloves and tools. Thank You! *If you have any perennials that you can share please call Mary Ellen at the church or email church with the names so we can plan beds with the local Horticulture Society. 
Hunger Awareness Dinner Buffet at Sainte Marie on Wednesday June 2.  Tickets are $35.00 per person a donation of non-perishable food items appreciated.  Proceeds to the Good Food Box and local hunger relief providers.  See posters for more info and where tickets are available.
Visitors Program:  We have a visitors program in place that people can suggest names of those who would like someone to contact them, you can call the church office if you have someone that needs a visit!

2012 United Church Bulletin Photos: each year the United Church calls for pictures to be submitted which they use on the covers of the printed bulletins we use each week.  There are entry forms in the church office outlining how to submit your pictures. The deadline for submissions is June 4th, 2010.
Camp Simpresca: We are accepting donations to help to sponsor local campers this summer.  If you are able to help please mark Camp Simpresca on your envelope.
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The marriage of Jason Van Beek, and Ashleigh Wilkins was performed at St. Paul’s on Saturday May 15th; we wish them the best for the future. 
What’s in a name: We are presently preparing name tags for each person in the congregation, and we hope you will wear them on Sunday to help us all get to know each other by our names.  We will have two areas that they will be, if you come in by the south side door you will be able to pick up and leave yours there and if you come in by the front door you will be able to leave and pick them up each week.  More information to come in the near future.
Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers: Doris Widdes has moved to Geralton to be with her daughter we wish her the best of health. Mary Edwards is in Penetang Hospital, Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.

Food For Thought
Our next meeting is this Tuesday, May 18, at 7:00 pm in the parlour. Curious? Come check it out. Everyone’s welcome. See you there. 

The Circle will meet at Gail’s on Wednesday May 19th at 11am.

Do you need church envelopes…if so please call the church office at 526-6077.  We also have our PAR program which allows you to make your donations as a direct payment thru you bank once a month.  We have close to 80 families, and individuals giving their donations to the church this way.

85th Anniversary of the United Church – on June 6th.  In anticipation of this celebration the United Church twinned pastoral charges across Canada.  St. Paul’s Midland has been twinned with St. Paul’s Pastoral Charge, McAdam, New Brunswick.

Wednesday morning Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, in the Parlour from 10:30 to 12 noon. The lectionary readings we will engage for next week are: Genesis 11:1-9 Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b, Romans 8:14-17 and John 14:8-17.
Welcoming New Members By Transfer 

and Profession of Faith

Presentation: Worship Chair (Cathy Metzgar)
Statement of Purpose

Commitment of Newly Transferred Members

Membership by Profession of Faith

Presentation: Worship Chair (Cathy Metzgar)
Statement of Purpose

Profession of Faith and Promises

Profession of Faith in the Triune God


Commitment to Seek Justice and Resist Evil

Commitment to Follow the Way of Jesus Christ

Commitment to the Mission and Ministry of the Church

**Congregational Commitment

The congregation may stand, as they are able, to pledge their support.

Let us pledge to these people our continued support and care.

We will continue to support you, walk with you, and grow with you.


With God’s help, we will live out our baptism


as a loving community in Jesus Christ:

nurturing one another in faith, upholding one another in prayer, encouraging one another in God’s work.

Affirmation of Faith

**A New Creed


We are not alone, we live in God’s world.


We believe in God:


who has created and is creating,


who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,

to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.


We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,  to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,

            our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.


Welcome

Blessing and Sending Forth

We Hear God’s Word

Prayer for Illumination

God, the words you speak have power:

power to create, power to disturb, power to heal.

Help us to hear your Word for us today. Amen

First Reading: Acts 16: 16 -34

Responsive Reading: Psalm 97 VU# 817

Second Reading: Revelation 22: 12 – 14, 16 – 17, 20 – 21.

This is the witness of the Church.

Thanks be to God.

Anthem:      All Ye Saints Be Joyful          Katherine K. Davis
Gospel: John 17: 20 – 26.

This is the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Praise to Christ, the Word made flesh.

Message: 
That Special Something!

We Respond to God’s Word
Offering

Hymn: VU# 194 “Filled With the Spirit’s Power”

** Doxology
VU# 541


Praise God from whom all blessings flow;


praise God all creatures high and low;


give thanks to God in love made known;

Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

** Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self


We bring our gifts to you, God.


Here is the work of our hands,


and here is the love of our hearts.


Accept them and use them,


through Christ our Lord. Amen  



We Go Forth in God’s Name

Prayers of the People

**Hymn: VU# 420 “Go to the World”

Commissioning

Blessing (Please see the back of this bulletin)
Sung Blessing 
Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in Love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith.  Amen.

(Reproduced with permission under license #c18681

NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. There will be no coffee this Sunday due to the Congregational meeting being held right after the service.

Today we welcome the following people as new members to the family of St. Paul’s by Transfer Ruby Deschenes, Anne McKean, & Joyce White. By Profession of Faith, George & Louise Leck, Rachel Leck, Don & Jean Craig, Robert & Joan Pellett, Ivan & Lenore Price,  & Winnie Paquette. 
Congregational meeting today following service!

Today after the service will be a congregational meeting to discuss the JNAC report.  Please plan to attend this very important meeting!!! Copies of the report are available on the back window of the church, in order to save trees, please share wherever possible.

Help Required!! Help is required to clean the church during the absence of our custodian, Mary Ellen who will be away from Wednesday May 19th to Wednesday May 26h.  If you can give even an hour to help it would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact Bruce Wilcox at 526-8553 or the church office at 526-6077.  The more we have volunteer the lighter the task. 



















