Palm Sunday 
March 28th  2010
Service of the Palms
**When you see this sign, please stand as you are able.
The Gathering
Prelude Music
Palm Sunday Procession:  (All who are able and willing are 
invited to join in the procession that will begin outside the 
front of the church)
**Processional Hymn VU#123  
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Welcoming & Announcements
CALL TO WORSHIP

This day is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. 


Our hearts are glad as we rejoice in the one who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 

Give thanks to the Lord whose steadfast love endures 
forever.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you with heart and life and 
voice, not only with outward signs such as palm branches 
or the occasional “Hosanna”, but with lives truly turned 

towards you. It seems such a distance from this present day 
Palm Sunday to that day when you entered Jerusalem with 
the shouts of the crowd ringing in your ears. Welcomed as a 
king, yet riding on a lowly donkey. Greeted with cheers and 
acclamations which were so soon to turn to jeers and 
condemnation. 


From this side of the resurrection, we confidently 
believe that we could never have been part of the 
jeering crowd - but would we, if we had been there? 

(silent reflection)
SUPPLY MINISTER: Rev. Jim will be in the office Tuesdays and Wednesdays and lead our Sunday Services twice a month.  He will assume full time duties on May 3rd and will be with us in that capacity until June 30th, 2011.  Since Rev. Jim will be here most Tuesdays, anyone needing Pastoral visits, are invited to please call our church office, 526-6077, to arrange a time.  

May Communion will be held on Sunday, May 9th. Please note this change. 
Guess who’s turning 85 this year?  The United Church of Canada on June 10, 2010.  Preparations are underway at a national level to encourage and support local anniversary celebrations from coast to coast.  Further information will be posted as received.

Ministers:


       
All the People of God
Pastor:




Reverend Jim McKean Service Leader:


Andy Ahrens

Lay Reader:



Sharon Foster




Christian Education Coordinator:   
Andy Ahrens
Director of Music:

      
Paul Sloan

Pre-Service Music

      
Rick Taylor

Administrator


       
Judy McConnell

Custodian


       
Mary Ellen Petticrew
St. Paul’s United Church

308 King St., Midland, Ontario L4R 3M6 

Phone 526-6077 Fax 526-4020

Email: stpaulsunited@rogers.com, 

Website: stpaulsmidland.org

Office hours Monday thru Friday 9-12, 1-4p.m.

NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. Join us for coffee after the service, compliments of the Fellowship Committee.

Our Good Friday Service on April 2nd  at 10:00 am, will be led by Dr. Rev. Glenn Robitaille.
Easter Sunday, April 4th, ladies dust off your Easter bonnets and everyone join us in the celebration that Christ is Risen.  Rev Jim will lead our service. 
Confirmation Class: Do you know anyone who might be interested in attending a Confirmation Class? If so here is some information that might help you. There is a weekend scheduled for young people at Knox U.C.  in Durham on May 14 - 15. If you are interested you could contact Andrea Wheaton at 726-1511, email: awheaton@collierunited.ca  or Ann Harbridge at (705) 435-0209, email: ann.harbridge@sympatico.ca. 
Baptism Sunday will be April 18th.  Anyone wishing to have their child baptised, become a new member or transfer membership, please call the church office. (526-6077) Thank you.
Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, starting May 5th.

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:  Mary Edwards at home, Ernie Cowden in GBGH, Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.


Lord Jesus Christ, when our words and actions reflect a 
reluctance to confess you publicly as Lord of our lives: 

Forgive us. 



When we fear that humbling ourselves, would be seen by 
others as weakness, or some kind of defect in our 
character: 

Forgive us. 


When we have betrayed your love for us through our lack of 
love for you, for others, and for ourselves: 

Forgive us.


Lord Jesus Christ, fix your mind in us; and remake us in 
your likeness; empty us of all that hinders us from following 
you to where pain and suffering, exploitation and injustice 
exist. 

Gracious and loving God, empower us with the Holy 
Spirit so that our lives continually glorify you and our 
tongues forever confess Jesus as Lord. This we pray in 
Jesus’ name. Amen
Assurance of Forgiveness

Hear the good news: “Jesus, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave...and became obedient to the point of death --

even death on a cross.” Through his obedience 

we are therefore freed from whatever sin enslaves us. 

Thanks be to God!
**Hymn VU#334    

 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

Time with Children

The Lord’s Prayer

(Children may go up to Sunday school after the prayer)

We Hear God’s Word for Us

Prayer for Illumination  
 

 Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, That as the Scriptures are read and your 
Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say 
to us today.   Amen.

First Lesson:


Philipians 2:  5-11


      

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.

Responsive Lesson: 
Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29



(VUpg. 837, parts 1,3 & 4)

Anthem:
Palm Sunday Processional      Ruth Elaine Schram
Gospel:


Luke 19:  28-40





This is the Gospel, the Good News of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.


Praise to thee, Lord Christ!

Message:   
How Far Would You Go?

We Respond to God’s Word
Prayers of the People

The Offering of Our Gifts & Tithes

Hymn: The Old Rugged Cross
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain.

Refrain:
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
Till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
And exchange it some day for a crown.

Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary.
In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty I see,
For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
To pardon and sanctify me.

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true;

Its shame and reproach gladly bear;

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away,

Where His glory forever I’ll share
**Doxology



We give you but your own


Whate’er the gift may be;


All that we have is yours alone,


We give it gratefully.
** Offertory Prayer

We Go Out in Christ’s Name
**Hymn VU#211   Crown Him with Many Crowns

**Benediction
**Choral Benediction
Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in Love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith.  Amen.

(Reproduced with permission under license #c18681

Lenten Coin boxes/folders:  There are a number of people with mental health issues or drug/alcohol addictions living in our area. In 2007 the Town of Midland organized the Midland Street Outreach Program to assist these people by counselling them and directing them to the appropriate support services. Currently the Midland Street Outreach Program is operating under temporary funding from the Town of Midland and from donations from other municipalities, churches and concerned people. Additional funding is required to maintain this program.  During this season of Lent, please support the Midland Street Outreach Program by using the Lenten boxes/folders available at the entrances to the gym, or by making your cheques payable to St. Paul’s United Church and note on the cheque it is for Lenten offerings. Every dollar donated by the congregation will be matched from the St. Paul’s Special Project Account fund. Thank you for your support.
The Circle will be meeting on Monday March 29th, at 11:00 am., in the Chapel.  Please bring your lunch, as we will be working on the new banners.
A Big thank you to all those who helped with the clean up and helped to moved things back in place during this last week.  There is more to do but is good to be back into the Sanctuary. 
The office will be closed Good Friday April 2nd and Easter Monday April 5th. 
[image: image1.wmf]
Meal on Wheels:  Many thanks to Tom & Diane Marr for their 25 plus years combined services to the Meals-on-Wheels program.  Your dedication has assisted many people to live in their home longer than expected. Ivan & Lenore Price have graciously accepted  to take their place.  Thank you so much for taking over this position.  Joan Lavin, Co-ordinator of Meals-on-Wheels
Canadian Cancer Society: April 1st to April 30th will be Campaign Month for the Cancer Society.  Thanks a bunch for your support.
Fellowship Club:  Our next meeting will be on April 6th, at 7:30 p.m., in the Great Hall, the guest speaker will be Travis Cyr, who will speak about the services available through the program Retire at Home: Independence for Seniors, Peace of Mind for Families.  Anyone who is interested in learning about the range of services available for in-home support to seniors are cordially invited to attend along with regular club members.  The evening will conclude with refreshments and further opportunities for fellowship and discussion of the topic.

UCW Garage Sale will be on Friday, April 30/10, at the Penetang Legion.  Please keep them in mind when you are doing your spring cleaning. Contact numbers are Kay 549-2575, Judy 549-9031, Lenore 526-5138 and Brenda 526-3009.  Thank you.
Easter Food Drive: As I promised, here is an update on what Peter is trying to accomplish at the Salvation Army Food Bank. In 
addition to just providing a supply of food items to those in need, the Salvation Army Food Bank is trying to create more awareness of healthy food and nutrition. They are asking for help from all of us who provide donations for their food bank to make an effort, when purchasing items, to pay particular attention to choosing items with high fiber and low sodium content. At present there is a particular need for soups, stews, powered milk, sugar, coffee, beans and canned vegetables. Peter also sends his "Thanks" to St. Paul’s for their past and ongoing generosity.   Byron Metzgar.
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             April Birthdays



Joan Pellett

April 1st 



John Capstick

April 2nd 



Nick Frans

April 5th 



Lydia Ehmcke

April 8th 



Linda Jarvis

April 10th 



Ruth Serwotka
        April 12th 



Ronald Cates

April 13th 



Dirk Alberts

April 22nd


Marlis Dupuis

April 22nd



Marilyn James

April 24th


Sharon Whiteside
April 26th


Art Campbell

April 30th


Eh Mu La

        April 30th 




The Living Last Supper: 


 A dramatic re-enactment will be held on Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 8:00 p.m. and Good Friday, April 2nd, 8:00 p.m.,


at Calvary Baptist Church, 598 King Street, Midland.   Admission is free.





Huronia District Ministerial Association offers an Annual Lenten Ecumenical Fellowship in 2010.  Come and enjoy an evening of worship, bible study, and fellowship.  Come and meet your Christian brothers and sisters from your neighbourhood churches.





Good Friday Walk of The Cross 


on April 2nd at 12:00


 from the Midland Town Dock 


ending at Little Lake Park.





Easter Sunday Sun Rise Service


April 4th  at 7:30a.m.


Little Lake Park


gather at the flag pole








You are invited to all or any one of these special services.


Come and gather as the Whole People of God!











