The Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 21st 2010
We Gather in Jesus’ Name
**When you see this sign, please stand as you are able.
Prelude Music
Welcoming & Announcements
**Processional Hymn VU#405
New Every Morning
Call to Worship 

Ground of all being, today we gather to reflect on
the 
mystery of life.


We gather to celebrate that mystery in word,


and in song.


We gather to celebrate the silence that

your peace brings.


Holy Spirit transform us today.


Come Holy Spirit, come.    
Prayer of Confession

As we begin a new week, let us come before God in a 
prayer for new beginnings. 


Let us pray:


Compassionate God, we come seeking understanding 
for the times that we have judged others for their 
actions, actions that we can not justify.


Open us to understanding when these times challenge 
us.


Help us to work through these times of judgement.


In them bring the experiences of new understandings 
so we may become fully aware of all that Creation 
has in store for us to experience. Amen
Assurance of Forgiveness


Sisters and brothers in Christ hear the Good News of the 
Gospel and be affirmed in its message.  

SUPPLY MINISTER: Rev. Jim will be in the office Tuesdays and Wednesdays and lead our Sunday Services twice a month.  He will assume full time duties on May 3rd and will be with us in that capacity until June 30th, 2011.  Since Rev. Jim will be here most Tuesdays, anyone needing Pastoral visits, are invited to please call our church office, 526-6077, to arrange a time.  
May Communion will be held on Sunday, May 9th. Please note this change. 
Guess who’s turning 85 this year?  The United Church of Canada on June 10, 2010.  Preparations are underway at a national level to encourage and support local anniversary celebrations from coast to coast.  Further information will be posted as received.
Ministers:


       
All the People of God
Pastor:




Reverend Jim McKean

Lay Reader



Luke Ahrens
Christian Education Coordinator:   
Andy Ahrens
Soloist:



Stacia Carruthers
Director of Music:

      
Paul Sloan

Pre-Service Music

      
Rick Taylor

Administrator


       
Judy McConnell

Custodian


       
Mary Ellen Petticrew
St. Paul’s United Church

308 King St., Midland, Ontario L4R 3M6 

Phone 526-6077 Fax 526-4020

Email: stpaulsunited@rogers.com, 

Website: stpaulsmidland.org

Office hours Monday thru Friday 9-12, 1-4p.m.
Canadian Cancer Society:  Daffodil Day is March 26th.  Volunteers are needed to wrap daffodils on Friday March 26th at 8:30 a.m., at the Midland Curling Club.  Please contact Phyllis Clapp, 526-1758 or Elaine Finch, 526-7666.  April 1st  to April 30th  will be Campaign Month for the Cancer Society.  Thanks a bunch for your support.
JNAC meeting will be Monday, March 22nd, at 7:00 p.m., in the Chapel.

The Circle will be meeting on Monday March 29th, at 11:00 am., in the Chapel.  Please bring your lunch, as we will be working on the new banners.
UCW Garage Sale will be on Friday, April 30/10, at the Penetang Legion.  Please keep them in mind when you are doing your spring cleaning. Contact numbers are Kay 549-2575, Judy 549-9031, Lenore 526-5138 and Brenda 526-3009.  Thank you.
Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, starting May 5th.

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:  Bernice Spearn, Norma Graham, Mary Edwards, and Ernie Cowden at home. Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Chancel and Organ Renovations: Check out the pictures of the work so far, on the bulletin board beside the stage in the Great Hall.  Thank you to George Leck for taking and printing the pictures. 
[image: image1.wmf]
Volunteers are required to help with the final clean up in the sanctuary  on Monday March 22nd, at 9:30 a.m.  

**Hymn VU#585


Jesus Bids Us Shine
Time with Children

The Lord’s Prayer

(Children may go up to Sunday school after the prayer)
We Hear God’s Word for Us
Prayer for Illumination  
 

Open our ears and our hearts O God.


Lower our defences so we may experience your word in 
a new way. Amen          

Hebrew Lesson:



Isaiah 43: 16-21
             

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.
Responsive Lesson: 
Psalm #126 VU page #850 Refrain #2
Epistle:



Philippians 3:4b-14











May these words written long ago shine a bright light 
on our spiritual path.


Thanks be to God. 
Solo:

A Lenten Love Song                    Helen Kemp
Gospel:



John 12: 1-8


This is the Gospel, the Good News of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.


Praise to thee, Lord Christ!

Message:   
Finding a Balance



Moment of Silent Meditation

We Respond to God’s Word
The Offering of Our Gifts & Tithes
Hymn VU#590


A Prophet-Woman Broke a Jar

**Doxology



We give you but your own


Whate’er the gift may be;


All that we have is yours alone,


We give it gratefully.
** Offertory Prayer


These treasures we present for the work of your 
Church,


in this community and throughout the world.


May they be used wisely where the need is great.


May they be used compassionately,


especially when the need is hard to perceive. Amen

Prayers of the People

We Go Out in Christ’s Name
**Hymn VU#713

I See a New Heaven
**Commissioning

Take what you will from this time together, and use it for the 
varied ministries that you have been called to fulfill.


Take what challenges you, and be transformed by the 
power of God. 


**Choral Benediction
Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in Love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith.  Amen.

(Reproduced with permission under license #c18681
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. Join us for coffee after the service, compliments of the Property Committee.

Next Sunday, March 28th, Andy Ahrens will lead our service. 
Our Good Friday Service on April 2nd  at 10:00 am, will be led by Dr. Rev. Glenn Robitaille.
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Easter Sunday, April 4th, ladies dust off your Easter bonnets and everyone join us in the celebration that Christ is Risen.
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The Community Youth Choir will be selling Easter Lilies (6”) again this year. The cost will be $10 and orders should be in no later than Tuesday, March 23rd. Anyone wishing to purchase one, please call the Church office at, 526-6077.

Easter Newsletter:  Available the week of March 22nd for distribution.   Visitors please pick up at your earliest convenience.
Services in Great Hall!  We would appreciate people using the doors that enter directly into the Great Hall from King St. The chair lift will be available to anyone who has trouble with the stairs.  Your patience with our temporary Sanctuary is always appreciated.  April and our new Sanctuary is not very far away.
[image: image4.wmf]Easter Food Drive: Our hallmark food baskets will be out on Sunday, March 21, March 28 and Easter Sunday April 4, 2010. Please mark these dates on your calendars - someone is counting on you for your help. I have talked to Peter at the Salvation Army and he will update me in the near future, on their new programs. I will keep everyone informed as I get the new information. Byron Metzgar.

The Salvation Army food bank in Midland will be making spring coats and jackets available without charge.  The spring coat giveaway will take place at the Food Bank offices on Second Street at Dominion, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, March 26th and 27th.  All are gently used and suitable for spring and fall wear.  Hundreds of coats and jackets available in men’s, women’s and children’s sizes. 
Confirmation Class: Do you know anyone who might be interested in attending a Confirmation Class? If so here is some information that might help you. There are two weekends scheduled for young people. The first weekend is at Muskoka Woods Sports Resort on March 26 - 28. The second is at Knox U.C.  in Durham on May 14 - 15. If you are interested you could contact Andrea Wheaton at 726-1511, email: awheaton@collierunited.ca  or Ann Harbridge at (705) 435-0209, email: ann.harbridge@sympatico.ca. 
Baptism Sunday will be April 18th.  Anyone wishing to have their child baptised, please call the church office. (526-6077) Thank you.
 Lenten Coin boxes/folders:  There are a number of people with mental health issues or drug/alcohol addictions living in our area. In 2007 the Town of Midland organized the Midland Street Outreach Program to assist these people by counselling them and directing them to the appropriate support services. Currently the Midland Street Outreach Program is operating under temporary funding from the Town of Midland and from donations from other municipalities, churches and concerned people. Additional funding is required to maintain this program.  
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During this season of Lent, please support the Midland Street Outreach Program by using the Lenten boxes/folders available at the entrances to the gym, or by making your cheques payable to St. Paul’s United Church and note on the cheque it is for Lenten offerings. Every dollar donated by the congregation will be matched from the St. Paul’s Special Project Account fund. 

Thank you for your support.
The Salvation Army food bank in Midland will be making spring coats and jackets available without charge.  The spring coat giveaway will take place at the Food Bank offices on Second Street at Dominion, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, March 26th and 27th.  All are gently used and suitable for spring and fall wear.  Hundreds of coats and jackets available in men’s, women’s and children’s sizes. 
Confirmation Class: Do you know anyone who might be interested in attending a Confirmation Class? If so here is some information that might help you. There are two weekends scheduled for young people. The first weekend is at Muskoka Woods Sports Resort on March 26 - 28. The second is at Knox U.C.  in Durham on May 14 - 15. If you are interested you could contact Andrea Wheaton at 726-1511, email: awheaton@collierunited.ca  or Ann Harbridge at (705) 435-0209, email: ann.harbridge@sympatico.ca. 
Baptism Sunday will be April 18th.  Anyone wishing to have their child baptised, please call the church office. (526-6077) Thank you.
 Lenten Coin boxes/folders:  There are a number of people with mental health issues or drug/alcohol addictions living in our area. In 2007 the Town of Midland organized the Midland Street Outreach Program to assist these people by counselling them and directing them to the appropriate support services. Currently the Midland Street Outreach Program is operating under temporary funding from the Town of Midland and from donations from other municipalities, churches and concerned people. Additional funding is required to maintain this program.  

During this season of Lent, please support the Midland Street Outreach Program by using the Lenten boxes/folders available at the entrances to the gym, or by making your cheques payable to St. Paul’s United Church and note on the cheque it is for Lenten offerings. Every dollar donated by the congregation will be matched from the St. Paul’s Special Project Account fund. 

Thank you for your support.






Huronia District Ministerial Association offers an Annual Lenten Ecumenical Fellowship in 2010.  Come and enjoy an evening of worship, bible study, and fellowship.  Come and meet your Christian brothers and sisters from your neighbourhood churches. 


Wednesday Evenings 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.








Wednesday March 24th:  Rev. Donna Scott at Bonar Presbyterian Church, 449 Assinaboia, Port McNicoll








		***********************************************





The Living Last Supper:  A dramatic re-enactment will be held on Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 8:00 p.m. and Good Friday, April 2nd, 8:00 p.m., at Calvary Baptist Church, 598 King Street, Midland.   Admission is free.





You are invited to all or any one of these special services.


Come and gather as the Whole People of God!
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