The Forth Sunday of Lent
March 14th, 2010
We Gather in Jesus’ Name
**When you see this sign, please stand if able.
Prelude Music
Welcoming & Announcements
**Processional Hymn VU#220  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Call to Worship  


The work of the Creator is visible



Let us respond with praise



The character of Jesus is apparent



Let us choose to resemble his example



The movement of the Spirit is growing



Let us follow with Joy and discernment



The word of God is calling



Let us worship in spirit and in truth
Prayer of Confession


God of all blessings, we turn toward you on this 

Lenten journey, aware of our human frailties that 

time after time tempt us from your path.  Too 


often, when we assemble in your name, we do 


so grudgingly or in a spirit of obligation or habit, 

rather than joyfully and freely as your children.  


Too often, when we search for insight, we 


merely want to better ourselves at the expense 


of others, when we could be using our talents to 

resolve larger problems of injustice, inequity, 


and indifference.  In this hurting world, we 


sometimes forget to call upon your Spirit in our 


times of trouble, to give us the vision we need to 

proceed.


Bless us, God, with renewed resolve, purer 


intent, and stronger faith, that we may be the 


Body of Christ for ourselves and others. Amen.

**Hymn VU#343
I Love to Tell the Story

SUPPLY MINISTER: Rev. Jim McKean will be in the office Tuesdays and Wednesdays and lead our Sunday Services twice a month.  He will assume full time duties on May 3rd  and will be with us in that capacity until June 30th, 2011.  
May Communion will be held on Sunday, May 9th.
Guess who’s turning 85 this year?  The United Church of Canada on June 10, 2010.  Preparations are underway at a national level to encourage and support local anniversary celebrations from coast to coast.  Further information will be posted as received.
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Offering Dedication:  (unison) 



It’s Lent. We often look on Lent as dour and 


solemn, not 
big on fun, introspective, 



sacrificial. Do you think Lent for God is dour, or 

that God can be dour? Yes, it is prep time for 


Holy Week, to remember Jesus-so set, his eyes 


steadfastly turned toward Jerusalem. It may 


have been difficult for Jesus and for God, but it 


was a time of motivation, determination, passion 

and compassion, single-mindedness, 



appreciation of gifts and people. 
God has joy 


in dreaming the hope for humanity; in going for 


the gold, in giving. May we also have that joy 


in our giving. Amen.
We Go Forth in Jesus’ Name
**Hymn VU#288  

Great is Thy Faithfulness

**Benediction



 
Sending Forth:


We know our God as a God who renews broken 
covenants, who offers blessings, and who has the 
power to make each of us a blessing to others. Despite 
our frailty and weakness, when we turn toward God, 
God accepts us and offers us forgiveness.


Thanks be to God!

**Choral Benediction
Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in Love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith.  Amen.

(Reproduced with permission under license #c18681)
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. Join us for coffee after the service, compliments of the Stewardship Committee.

Next Sunday, March 21st, Rev. Jim McKean will lead our service. 
Our Good Friday Service on April 2nd  at 10:00 am, will be led by Dr. Rev. Glenn Robitaille.
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Easter Sunday, April 4th , ladies dust off your Easter bonnets and everyone join us in the celebration that Christ is Risen.
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The Community Youth Choir will be selling Easter Lilies (6”) again this year. The cost will be $10 and orders should be in no later than Tuesday, March 23rd. Anyone wishing to    purchase one, please call the Church office at, 526-6077.
Easter Newsletter:  Please hand in your committee reports for the newsletter to the office, no later than March 14/10.  Thank you.

Services in Great Hall!  We would appreciate people using the doors that enter directly into the Great Hall from King St. The chair lift will be available to anyone who has trouble with the stairs.  Your patience with our temporary Sanctuary is always appreciated.  April and our new Sanctuary is not very far away.
[image: image3.jpg]


Easter Food Drive: Our hallmark food baskets will be out on Sunday, March 21, March 28 and Easter Sunday April 4, 2010. Please mark these dates on your calenders - someone is counting on you for your help. I have talked to Peter at the Salvation Army and he will update me in the near future, on their new programs. I will keep everyone informed as I get the new information. Byron Metzgar.
Canadian Cancer Society:  Daffodil month for cancer is March 26th to April 30th/10.  Volunteers are needed to wrap daffodils on Friday March 26th at 8:30 a.m., at the Midland Curling Club.  Please contact Phyllis Clapp, 526-1758 or Elaine Finch, 526-7666.  Thank you

UCW Garage Sale will be on Friday, April 30/10, at the Penetang Legion.  Please keep them in mind when you are doing your spring cleaning. Contact numbers are Kay 549-2575, Judy 549-9031, Lenore 526-5138 and Brenda 526-3009.  Thank you.
The Circle will meet Monday, March 15th at 7 pm in the parlour.
Baptism Sunday will be April 18th.  Anyone wishing to have their child baptised, please call the church office. (526-6077) Thank you.

Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, starting May 5th.

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Doris Harbinson.  Her funeral was on Friday.  Also received word of the passing of Sefi Held’s father and Aileen Denise’s sister. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families at this time.

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:  Bernice Spearn, Norma Graham, Mary Edwards, Ernie Cowden and Judy McConnell at home. Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Chancel and Organ Renovations: Check out the pictures of the work so far, on the bulletin board beside the stage in the Great Hall.  Thank you to George Leck for taking and printing the pictures. 

Time with Children

The Lord’s Prayer

(Children may go up to Sunday school after the prayer)
We Hear God’s Word for Us
Prayer for Illumination (said by all) 
 

Lord, you have examined me and you know me. 
You know everything I do; from far away you 
understand all my thoughts. You see me, whether I 
am working or resting; you know all my actions. 
Even before I speak, you already know what I will 
say. You are all around me on every side; you 

protect me with your power.

First Lesson:



John 3:  16-18

               
 

 


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 


Thanks be to God.
Responsive Lesson: 

Psalm #32 (VU page#759)
Anthem:         

 Be Still, My Soul   Jean Sibelius      
Second Lesson:


Phillippians 3:  12-14









Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church



Thanks be to God 

Message:   “I Believe”  The Olympic Spirit
Prayers for the People 


  

We Respond to God’s Word
The Offering of Our Gifts & Tithes
Hymn VU#595

We Are Pilgrims
**Doxology
We give you but your own



Whate’er the gift may be;



All that we have is yours alone,



We give it gratefully.
The Salvation Army food bank in Midland will be making spring coats and jackets available without charge.  The spring coat giveaway will take place at the Food Bank offices on Second Street at Dominion, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, March 26th and 27th.  All are gently used and suitable for spring and fall wear.  Hundreds of coats and jackets available in men’s, women’s and children’s sizes. 
Confirmation Class: Do you know anyone who might be interested in attending a Confirmation Class? If so here is some information that might help you. There are two weekends scheduled for young people. The first weekend is at Muskoka Woods Sports Resort on March 26 - 28. The second is at Knox U.C.  in Durham on May 14 - 15. If you are interested you could contact Andrea Wheaton a 726-1511, email: awheaton@collierunited.ca  or Ann Harbridge at (705) 435-0209, email: ann.harbridge@sympatico.ca. 
Baptism Sunday will be April 18th.  Anyone wishing to have their child baptised, please call the church office. (526-6077) Thank you.
 Lenten Coin boxes/folders:  There are a number of people with mental health issues or drug/alcohol addictions living in our area, and some have created problems for police and downtown Midland merchants over the last few years. In 2007 the Town of Midland organized the Midland Street Outreach Program to assist these people by counselling them and directing them to the appropriate support services. Currently the Midland Street Outreach Program is operating under temporary funding from the Town of Midland and from donations from other municipalities, churches and concerned people. Additional funding is required to maintain this program.  

[image: image4.wmf]During this season of Lent, please support the Midland Street Outreach Program by using the Lenten boxes/folders available at the entrances to the gym, or by making your cheques payable to St. Paul’s United Church and note on the cheque it is for Lenten offerings. Every dollar donated by the congregation will be matched from the St. Paul’s Special Project Account fund. 

Thank you for your support.
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Huronia District Ministerial Association offers an Annual Lenten Ecumenical Fellowship in 2010.  Come and enjoy an evening of worship, bible study, and fellowship.  Come and meet your Christian brothers and sisters from your neighbourhood churches. 


Wednesday Evenings 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.





Wednesday March 17th:  F. Gordon & Susan Gilbert, First Presbyterian, 20 Robert Street East, Penetanguishene





Wednesday March 24th:  Rev. Donna Scott at Bonar Presbyterian Church, 449 Assinaboia, Port McNicoll





The Living Last Supper:  A dramatic re-enactment will be held on Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 8:00 p.m. and Good Friday, April 2nd, 8:00 p.m., at Calvary Baptist Church, 598 King Street, Midland.   Admission is free.





You are invited to all or any one of these special services.


Come and gather as the Whole People of God!
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