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We Go Forth in God’s Name

Prayers of the People
**Hymn VU#292 Creating God, We Give You Thanks

**Commissioning

**Blessing

Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in Love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith.  Amen.

(Reproduced with permission under license #c18681)
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
A special welcome to all new friends as we gather to celebrate God’s presence in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. This morning our Communication Committee will be providing lemonade on the lawn immediately following the service.  Everyone is welcome!
Midland Tornado: It was comforting to receive numerous calls on Thursday about the state of our congregant's welfare. Three messages came in from United Church organizations. We received a personal call from Nora Sanders, Executive Secretary of the United Church, a call from Rev. Lori Hill-Avendano pastor at Coldwater Pastoral Charge, and an email from  Rev. Paul Rodney at Leamington United. Leamington experienced a tornado two weeks ago. We are thankful for the many calls and the concern expressed. We are also thankful for the safety of all the people who experienced this force of nature.  Jim   
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June 27th, 2010
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

**When you see this sign, please stand as you are able.
We Gather in God’s Name
Welcoming and Announcements
** Hymn: VU# 625 I Feel the Winds of God 
Call to Worship
Set your sail for home,

for home is where the heart is, and home is where the proclaiming Word is found fresh and alive.

Set your tack for the side of righteousness,

so our ship will experience the love that flows from our lips and from our hearts today.

Let us pray in the faith of all that surrounds us.

 Opening Prayer
Great Ground of all Being, focus us on the course that will provided a better understanding of your call to our ministry.

Open our eyes to see the extra-ordinary in the ordinary.

Open our ears to hear over the cacophony that interrupts our daily lives.

Open us and at the same time protect us, from all that may harm us.

In this time of worship, may we be opened anew. Amen

Introit:  The Surely


Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,


I can feel His mighty power and His Grace.


I can feel the brush of angel’s wings,


I see glory on each face,


Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Prayer of Confession
As we start a new week let us come before God in a prayer for new beginnings: 
God,  sometimes we feel we are weak and small.
Sometimes we are overwhelmed by all that challenges us. May we find ways to restore strength in us that is full of compassion. Reset our default position.

Revive us so we will not fall into places of despair.
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O God, we ask to be renewed in your goodness for ourselves, and for all we love. Amen      

Words of Assurance

As creations of the Great Creator we know that God cares.

May we find the strength to seek a new place where we will be made instruments of your peace. 

 ** Hymn: VU# 357 “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” (Verses 1, 2, & 3 only)

Children’s Time 

Prayer with Children/Lord’s Prayer

 (The children may go up to Sunday school after the Prayer)
We Hear God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination

God please bend your ear to us so we may hear these words of scripture, that they may challenge us to new understandings. Amen

Hebrew Scripture: 2 Kings 2: 1 – 2, 6 – 14 

This is the witness of Israel.

Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 77 VU# 791

Solo
   The Lord Is My Shepherd!
Gospel: Luke 9: 51 – 62 

This is the Good News of Jesus.

Praise to Jesus, the Word made flesh.

Message:     “Hand to the Plow”

Offering 

Hymn: VU# 506   “Take My Life and Let It Be”

** Doxology VU# 541
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures high and low; give thanks to God in love made known: Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

** Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self

Great God, author of my soul and very being.

Today we celebrate your bounty with these our gifts of time, talents, and money.

May they stimulate your Creation and encourage us through our gift giving to be the co-creators you have created us to be. Amen
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Bakeless Bake Sale: Envelopes are available on the back window. Please provide your name and address or your envelope # to receive a tax receipt at the end of the year.  Your envelope may be placed on the offering plate at any time. Please make your cheque payable to St. Paul’s United Church.
Wednesday morning Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, in the Parlour from 10:30 to 12 noon. The lectionary readings we will engage for next week are: 2 Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30, Galatians 6: 7-16, Luke 10:1-11, 16-20.  This is the last Wednesday morning Bible Study until the Fall.
Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers: All the people and businesses in town that were affected by the Tornado this week, especially those at Smith’s Camp who lost their homes. Frank Mustard at home, Mary Edwards is now staying at her daughters home, Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.

Church Office:  Judy will be on vacation from June 28th thru July 12th.  The office will be open during this time and Gail Wilcox will be making sure that things run smoothly during Judy’s vacation.  Thank you to Gail for her help.

Canada Day! July 1st the office will be closed but re-opens on July 2nd.  We wish everyone a wonderful Canada Day! Canada is 143 years young. 

Our choir – (here is the rest of this announcement from last week) We look forward to their return in September!  Thank you to Paul Sloan and all our choir members for their ministry of music throughout the year!

Thank You!  Aileen and Vic Denise and family wish to give a heartfelt thanks to the many people of St. Paul’s who sent flowers, cards and phone calls following the passing of our daughter Susan Manning (Steve) in Sarnia, Ontario.  Please know that all was very much appreciated.                                                    Vic and Aileen
5-

Bakeless Bake Sale: Envelopes are available on the back window. Please provide your name and address or your envelope # to receive a tax receipt at the end of the year.  Your envelope may be placed on the offering plate at any time. Please make your cheque payable to St. Paul’s United Church.
Wednesday morning Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, in the Parlour from 10:30 to 12 noon. The lectionary readings we will engage for next week are: 2 Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30, Galatians 6: 7-16, Luke 10:1-11, 16-20.  This is the last Wednesday of Bible study till the fall.

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers: All the people and businesses in town that were affected by the Tornado this week, especially those at Smith’s Camp who lost their homes. Frank Mustard at home, Mary Edwards is now staying at her daughters home, Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.

Church Office:  Judy will be on vacation from June 28th thru July 12th.  The office will be open during this time and Gail Wilcox will be making sure that things run smoothly during Judy’s vacation.  Thank you to Gail for her help.

Canada Day! July 1st the office will be closed but re-opens on July 2nd.  We wish everyone a wonderful Canada Day! Canada is 143 years young. 

Our choir – (here is the rest of this announcement from last week) We look forward to their return in September!  Thank you to Paul Sloan and all our choir members for their ministry of music throughout the year!

Thank You!  Aileen and Vic Denise and family wish to give a heartfelt thanks to the many people of St. Paul’s who sent flowers, cards and phone calls following the passing of our daughter Susan Manning (Steve) in Sarnia, Ontario.  Please know that all was very much appreciated.                                                    Vic and Aileen
-6-

Junior Church Volunteers
We are looking for individuals who would be willing to look after Junior Church for a Sunday (or two) this summer. We will provide the needed resources. All you need to do is provide the willingness. Interested? Please give us a call or talk to us after the service. Andy and Martha Ahrens 361-9931.

***Food For Thought 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday June 30th at 7:00 pm in the parlour. This is our last meeting of the season. Anyone is welcome to come out. For more information contact Andy and Martha Ahrens at 361-9931.
Visitors Program:  We have a visitors program in place that people can suggest names of those who would like someone to contact them, you can call the church office if you have someone that needs a visit!
Camp Simpresca: We are accepting donations to help to sponsor local campers this summer.  If you are able to help please mark Camp Simpresca on your envelope.

Ministers:


       
All the People of God

Pastor:




Reverend Jim McKean 


Lay Reader:



Marjorie Hornsby

Soloist:



Sharon Foster
Christian Education Coordinator:   
Andy Ahrens

Director of Music:

      
Paul Sloan

Pre-Service Music

      
Rick Taylor

Administrator


       
Judy McConnell

Custodian


       
Mary Ellen Petticrew

St. Paul’s United Church

308 King St., Midland, Ontario L4R 3M6

Phone 526-6077 Fax 526-4020

Email: stpaulsunited@rogers.com,

Website: stpaulsmidland.org

Office hours Monday thru Friday 9-12, 1-4p.m.
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Go Green!!! Use PAR – with PAR you don’t need envelopes so less paper!!! We now have 80 people in the church using the PAR program. Ask Judy in the office at 526-6077 about the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) program.  
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