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The Third Sunday Of Epiphany
January 24, 2010
We Gather in Jesus’ Name

(*indicates people will stand if able)
   Prelude Music

*Processional Hymn #264 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship 

The work of the Creator is visible


Let us respond with praise


The character of Jesus is apparent


Let us choose to resemble his example


The movement of the Spirit is growing


Let us follow with joy and discernment


The word of God is calling


Let us worship in spirit and in truth
Prayer of Approach (said in unison)

We know, God,  that all Creation is yours.

We know that it is blessed by your Spirit,

causing all things to brim with life.

Fill us with the Spirit’s passion,

that we might come alive again –

here and now, and in the days to come.

In Christ’s name and in your love, we pray –Amen. 
*Hymn #291 All Things Bright and Beautiful


Time with the Children/Prayer with Children

The Lord’s Prayer

We Hear God’s Word for Us

Prayer for Illumination (said by all)


Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. Open our eyes that we may 
see the wonders of your Word; and give us grace that 
we may clearly understand and freely choose the way 
of your wisdom; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

First Lesson



      Isaiah 40: 25-31

    


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church


Thanks be to God
Responsive Lesson


     Psalm 48:  pg #772 VU
Second Lesson


     Colossians 1:15-23 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church


Thanks be to God
Anthem:        Beneath the Shadow (of Almighty God)   Tom Fettke
Message:           Lift Your Eyes, Renew Your Life!        
We Respond to God’s Word

Prayer 
The Offering of Our Gifts and Tithes

Hymn # 608  Dear God, Who Loves All Humankind


*Doxology 
We give you but your own,



Whate’er the gift may be



All that we have is yours alone,



We give it gratefully.



Prayer of Dedication

Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.  Open our eyes that we may see 
the wonders of your Word; and give us grace that we may 
clearly understand and freely choose the way of your 
wisdom; through Christ our Lord.  Amen

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Hymn # 238             How Great Thou Art
*Benediction



Through the great and glorious God, by whom all things 
exist and in whom we live, go in joy and awe to proclaim 
the mystery of faith.  Amen
*Choral Benediction  Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith. Amen.

(Reproduced with permission under license #C18681)
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name and mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s.    Please join us for coffee today after the service compliments of the Trustees.

The Rev. Cliff Pendlebury Outreach Endowment Fund
  
Huronia Communities Foundation is pleased to announce a new $25,000 Endowment Fund established in memory of Reverend Cliff Pendlebury. The earnings from this fund will be used for community outreach purposes as recommended by Zena Pendlebury and family. The Rev. Cliff Pendlebury Outreach Endowment Fund will keep alive Rev Pendlebury’s challenge to his St. Paul’s Church congregation to continue to be involved in outreach within the community and around the world. 

Rev. Pendlebury was always heartened by the congregation’s response and he enthusiastically spoke of the generous ‘spirit of St. Paul’s’. As testimony to this generous spirit, the Church became home to the Drop-In Centre in 1995.  This dedicated congregation raised money to build a primary school in Sierra Leone and sponsored a Karen family from a refugee camp in Thailand. Two and a half years later, it sponsored more members of the same family to successfully settle in Midland. The congregation also raises money annually for the Canadian Food Grains Bank. 

Cliff always kept the faith and he put his faith into action by helping people every way possible, and by motivating everyone he could to do likewise. This new fund will serve as Cliff’s legacy   in the community - even though he is gone, the good work will continue - forever.

Donations in Rev. Cliff Pendlebury’s memory are welcomed. To contribute to the Rev. Cliff Pendlebury Outreach Endowment Fund, please contact Garry Morehouse,  at  gmorehouse@huroniacommunities.com or by calling 705-527-5554  or by visiting www.huronuacommunities.com (see donor option page). Donations of any size no matter how small, to the Endowment Fund are always appreciated. 

An Endowment Fund at Huronia Communities Foundation is a trust fund whose earnings but not the capital can be spent. The capital donated to the Foundation is kept in perpetuity and professionally managed. The Funds are reinvested to maintain their purchasing power and distributed as approved by the Board of Directors. Funds are awarded only to qualifying charitable organizations. The Rev. Cliff Pendlebury Outreach Endowment Fund is a Donor-Advised Fund where, in this case, the family will recommend annually to the Board of Directors which charitable organizations should receive the grant(s).  
Thank you to Rev. Dr. Glenn Robitaille for taking our service today, next Sunday will be Rev. Jim McKean.  Feb 7th with be Rev. Bright Yun and we will be having Communion.
The flowers in the church are in memory of Janet Disney.

Annual Meeting and Annual Reports:  The annual meeting is next Sunday January 31st immediately after the service.  The Annual Reports are ready and you can get a copy of after church today.  
FINDING A NEW MINISTER (JNAC)   On Sunday, 7th February, we ask you to stay after the service and fill out a survey.  Your views on a number of questions about the church will be asked of you.  Responses will be used, as a major source of information, to prepare the JNAC report. It is very important for us to have a good response to this questionnaire.  Bring a pencil or pen. No one will be required to identify themselves.   Thank you  T Milne Dick Chair

Movie Night:  Our next movie night is Friday, February 5th at 7pm in the great hall.  This is a great night for everyone, the movie will be announced next week.  Mark it on your calendar and hope to see you there!
UCW Yearly Kitchen Inventory is being done on Wednesday January 27th, if you have left any items in the kitchen, please pick them up before that Wednesday.

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:   Ron Gignac, Bernice Spearn is at home recovering, Norma Graham at home, Johanna in Georgian Bay General Hospital,(new name for our hospital) Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean, Ted Watson #1 North in GBGH, Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
It is with sadness that we announce the passing of May Seldon a member of St. Paul’s.  May was active in the Penetang UCW. There will be no funeral arrangements.  Our condolences go out to May’s family for their loss.

Fellowship Club:  Tuesday February 2nd at 7:30pm  the speaker will be chief librarian Bill Molesworth.  The topic – the library and the community.  All are welcome.

St. Paul’s has purchased a defibrillator for use in case of an emergency.  More information will be presented very shortly.  If we have any members who have experience with CPR or defibrillators, we would appreciate it if you would give your name to Judy at the office or Bob McVean 526-9580 expressing what knowledge you have. 

Haitian Earthquake - United Church Response:   I am sure by now you have heard about the devastating earthquake in Haiti last night. The United Church is responding in the following ways: An immediate gift of $20,000 has been made to ACT Action by Churches Together in the relief efforts. In addition we have launched a special appeal. You may support this extra measures project by giving a donation by writing your cheque to St. Paul’s and noting that it is for the Haitian Earthquake Response and we will send one cheque from the church and the donation will go into your givings.
The United Church’s award winning magazine, if you do not have a subscription and wish one, please contact the church office at 526-6077, Subscriptions are $15 dollars a year.  Present subscriptions will automatically be renewed, but if you would like to change you subscription, please let the office know.

To learn more about the Observer go to www.ucobserver.org
Check out the pictures of the work so far on the bulletin board  beside the stage in the Great Hall..  Thank you to George Leck for taking and printing the pictures. 
Services in Great Hall!  We would appreciate people using the doors that enter directly into the Great Hall from King St. The chair lift will be available to anyone who has trouble with the stairs.  Your patience with our temporary Sanctuary is always appreciated.  April and our new Sanctuary is not very far away.

UCW have cookbooks for sale at $18 each.  Lets’ Break Bread, lunches, brunches and suppers on the go, country cooking.  To get your cookbook call Helen at 526-8293.

FINDING A NEW MINISTER

The process of finding a new minister has begun. Unfortunately, the search for a new minister cannot begin without some preliminary work to define our church and the kind of  person we should seek.  Regulations established by the United Church govern this process. The first step has the Board establish a Joint Needs Assessment Committee, (JNAC). Joint implies that the Presbytery is involved.  

Our Presbytery representatives are Rev. Keith Lockhart and lay representative Marion Locke. One of those two people must attend JNAC Meetings. So far JNAC has met twice. There are 17 members drawn from the congregation who represent various interests and age in the congregation.  The task of JNAC is to produce a report that upon completion has to be approved by the Official Board, then the Congregation and then by a senior committee of Presbytery.  After that a search committee will look for suitable candidates as Minister. The JNAC report will contain six sections:  Description of the community, Description of the congregation and its mission, Resources of the congregation, Recommended Position description, Skills required of incumbent, and finally Terms of employment. 

Work has already started with four people taking on the job of  writing drafts for 4 sections  of the report.  It is difficult to know at this point when the JNAC report will be finished but the committee plans for May or earlier.  The process of producing a JNAC report is a collaborative one with views and information being sought from individuals and various committees as well as the congregation as a whole. Your support and cooperation is important to us in order to complete the report in a timely manner and also one that describes clearly and accurately the needs and goals of St Paul’s. Congregational members are welcome to bring their views and concerns to the attention of any member of the JNAC. 

Members of  JNAC are:  Luke Ahrens, Edith Bell, Antje Clarke, Mary Engstrom, Willem Gerritsen, Bill Heeley, George Leck, Louise Leck, Shawn Leis, Beatrice Nayduk, Jim Nicholson, Lori Payne, James Shaw, Colin Whiteside.  Chair  T. Milne Dick  Secretary  Martha Ahrens. 
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