The First Sunday of Lent
February 21st, 2010
We Gather in Jesus’ Name
(* means people will stand if able)
Prelude Music
Welcoming & Announcements

*Processional Hymn#108 Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights

Call to Worship 


We gather here, trusting in God as our refuge 

and strength - 


Assured of God’s everlasting care for us.  



And so, at the beginning and throughout our 

Lenten journey we have confidence in God’s 

presence with us in every time of trial and 


temptation.  



For everyone who calls on God for help is 

saved through the sacrificial love of Jesus, 

our Lord and our Saviour.

Prayer of Confession


Gracious and merciful God, we confess to you 

our reluctance to enter the wilderness places 

where we are confronted with our true selves.  


The places where we are tempted to put worldly 

values before our desire for you, and when our 

hunger for power and wealth is greater than our 

hunger for seeking and doing your will: 


Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in 

you.


When we are tempted to use the gifts you give 

us to benefit ourselves at the expense of 


serving others:


Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in 

you.


When we are tempted to use sensational 


means to increase people’s faith, 


rather than being guided by the humility of 


Christ:


 Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in 

you.
The Fellowship Club will be having a meeting on Tuesday,
March 2nd, at 7:30 p.m.. Guest speaker will be, Mary Ballantyme, Executive Director, from the CAS.  She will be speaking about her 3 month sabbatical in India working with the childrens organization.  

SUPPLY MINISTER: Rev. Jim McKean has accepted our invitation to become our Supply Minister and  will be working ½ time until May 10th.  During that time he will be in the office Tuesdays and Wednesdays and lead our Sunday Services twice a month.  He will assume full time duties on May 10th and will be with us in that capacity until June 30th, 2011.
Guess who’s turning 85 this year?  The United Church of Canada on June 10, 2010.  Preparations are underway at a national level to encourage and support local anniversary celebrations from coast to coast.  Further information will be posted as received.
Lenten Coin Boxes/Folders: The season of Lent began with Ash Wednesday.  During this season of Lent,  please use the Lenten Coin boxes/folders and funds raised will be given to the World Development & Relief Fund.  Please contribute to the needs of people through out the world.
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St. Paul’s United Church

308 King St., Midland, Ontario L4R 3M6 

Phone 526-6077 Fax 526-4020

Email: stpaulsunited@rogers.com, 

Website: stpaulsmidland.org

Office hours Monday thru Friday 9-12, 1-4p.m.
The Observer, The United Church’s award winning magazine, is available by subscription.  Existing subscriptions will automatically renew.  If you would like to change your subscription or arrange for a new one, contact the office at 526-6077.  The subscription rate is $15.00 per year. To learn more about the Observer go to www.ucobserver.org
Chancel and Organ Renovations: Check out the pictures of the work so far, on the bulletin board beside the stage in the Great Hall.  Thank you to George Leck for taking and printing the pictures. 

Services in Great Hall!  We would appreciate people using the doors that enter directly into the Great Hall from King St. The chair lift will be available to anyone who has trouble with the stairs.  Your patience with our temporary Sanctuary is always appreciated.  April and our new Sanctuary is not very far away.

UCW have cookbooks for sale at $18 each.  Lets’ Break Bread, country cooking - lunches, brunches, suppers on the go.  To get your cookbook call Helen at 526-8293.

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers: Mary Graham, Bernice Spearn and Norma Graham  recovering at home. Mary Edwards, Johanna and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Ron Gignac.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his family.

Our office administrator, Judy McConnell, has had her surgery and is doing well.  Linda and Gail Wilcox will be working in the office in Judy’s absence.  Your patience is appreciated.  Thank you.  


When we are tempted to use bribery to 


influence and control people:
 

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in 

you.


When we are tempted to manipulate you, O 


God, to satisfy our own needs:


Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in 

you.
               
 A time of silence for personal confession
ALL: 

Merciful God, save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  Forgive us our sins 

and fill us with the joy and peace of your 


salvation. So strengthen us with your Spirit 

during this Lenten season 


that we put our whole trust in you as 


confidently as Jesus did. 


This we pray in his name.  Amen


Assurance of Forgiveness


As the Apostle Paul wrote: “...if you confess 


with your lips that Jesus Christ


is Lord and believe in your heart that God 


raised him from the dead, you will
 

be saved.” (Romans 10:9) These words contain 

the good news that in Jesus 


Christ we are forgiven.


Thanks be to God!
*Hymn#343 


I Love to Tell the Story
Time with Children
The Lord’s Prayer

(Children may go up to Sunday school after the prayer)
We Hear God’s Word for Us
Prayer for Illumination (said by all) 

 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the 


power of the Holy Spirit,



That as the Scriptures are read and your 


Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy 

what you say to us today. Amen.
First Lesson   



 Romans 10: 8b-13            

 

 


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 


Thanks be to God.
Responsive Lesson: 

Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16 (VU pg 807)

Anthem:          It is Good     


David Lantz III            
Gospel Lesson 



Luke 4: 1-13




The Gospel of Christ.

    


Amen. Alleluia!
Message:         No Shortcut 
We Respond to God’s Word
Prayers of the People

The Offering of Our Gifts & Tithes
Hymn#115   

Jesus, Tempted in the Desert
*Doxology
We give you but your own,



Whate’er the gift may be;



All that we have is yours alone,



We give it gratefully.
*Prayer of Dedication     

We Go Forth in Jesus’ Name
*Hymn#806

 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
*Choral Benediction  
Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith. Amen.
(Reproduced with permission under license #C18681
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. Join us for coffee after the service, compliments of the Scouts.  We would like to thank the Scouts for their participation in the service this morning.
The Feb 28th service will be led by Tom Hazell with a presentation by Fred Hacker. 
The Circle will meet in the ladies parlour, Monday, Feb.22nd at 7:00 p.m.
The Official Board will meet on Tuesday, Feb.23rd at 7:00 p.m.. in the parlour. Minutes from the last meeting are available in the great hall.
The Community Youth Choir, will be selling Easter Lilies again this year.  Anyone wishing to purchase one, please call the Church office at, 526-6077.
HELP WANTED.

As we near the completion of the construction faze of the Organ & Chancel Renovations, volunteers are needed to help clean the Sanctuary, store surplus organ pipes and reposition surplus pews.  We would like to get started on Monday, Feb.22nd.  If you can help , please let Bruce Wilcox or Colin Whiteside know.  Many hands make light work.
World Day of Prayer 2010:  We will join our neighbours in celebrating World Day of Prayer at Knox Presbyterian Church, Friday, March 5th at 2:00 p.m..  For more information contact Sharon Foster at 322-1305.
.  
         
Lenten Coin Boxes


The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  During the Season of Lent, you are invited to mark the journey with a programme of self-denial.  In giving money each day to our church’s World Development & Relief Fund, you not only prepare yourself for Good Friday and Easter, but contribute positively to the needs of people throughout the world.  Get the most out of Lent, use the Lenten Coin Boxes!














