Fourth Sunday in Advent
CHOIR SERVICE

December 20, 2009

We Gather in Jesus’ Name

(*indicates people will stand if able)
   Prelude Music

   Welcome and Announcements
Choral Introit
All My Heart This Night Rejoices

Call to Worship 
Prayer of Approach

* Processional Hymn #60    O Come, All Ye Faithful



         (Verse order 1,2,4,3,5)

The Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle
Love
*Hymn #6
 A Candle Is Burning (verses 1,2,3,4)

The Choir Cantata
“The Mystery and the Majesty”

A Cantata by Joseph M. Martin

We speak the wisdom of God, hidden in a mystery that God determined before the ages for our glory.  But just as it is written, “Things that no eye has seen, or ear heard, or mind imagined, are the things God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Corinthians 2:7,9)
…and all the people were astonished at the majesty of God (Luke 9:43)
Narrators: Lorna Bywater, John McCullough

Accompanist: Phyllis McCullough

The Musical Offerings

A Christmas Flourish (soloist - Sharon Foster)


The Coming Joy (soloist - Val Miles)


Upon a Midnight Clear

A Call to Christmas Joy


Journey to Bethlehem (soloist - Stacia Carruthers and 
 
                                                       Olivia Horzempa)


The Beautiful Impossible (soloist - Mark MacLeod)


A Noel Proclamation

*Hymn #48
Hark the Herald Angels Sing

We Respond to God’s Word
The Offering of our Gifts & Tithes

Hymn #76     See Amid the Winter’s Snow
*Doxology           We give you but your own,

                               Whate’er the gift may be;

                          All that we have is yours alone,

                                 We give it gratefully.

Prayer of Dedication 

We Go Forth In Jesus Name

*Hymn #91    The First Nowell ( choir only on verses 3 and 5)
Benediction 

Guest Musicians

Instrumentalist: Luke Ahrens, Aaron Bell, Sadie Bridgeman, Lindsay Hoover, Randy Hoover, Brian Lewis, Paul Rayment, 

Ryan Tang, Amanda Thorpe, DJ Thorpe. 

Choir: Olivia Horzempa, Tom Kayser, Ken McDonald, 

Sheila Payne, Roger Priddle, Doris Sloan, Amanda Thorpe.

As well we would like to thank our choir director Paul Sloan, & Phyllis McCullough for her accompaniment, narrators Lorna Bywater, and John McCullough, and all our regular St. Paul’s choir members for their musical leadership today and all year long.   

NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name and mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s.  

The Communication committee will be hosting a festive Christmas fellowship time after church today, please join us for coffee in the great hall.
Ministers:


       All the People of God

Service Leader:

       Cathy Metzgar 

Christian Education Coordinator:  Andy Ahrens

Director of Music:

       Paul Sloan

Pre-Service Music

       Rick Taylor

Administrator


       Judy McConnell

Custodian


       Mary Ellen Petticrew
308 King St, Midland, ON L4R 3M6 

Office hours Mon-Fri 9-12 & 1-4pm, 

Phone 526-6077, Fax 526-4020

Email: stpaulsunited@ rogers.com   Website: stpaulsmidland.org
Helping People Help Themselves

It was the young woman’s first visit to Bridges to Hope, an outreach ministry in St. John’s, Newfoundland. She explained that her husband was a seasonal worker, and they were trying to raise four children on a small paycheque and social assistance. “It is very hard,” she said. “I would like to go back to school and get Grade 12 and then, perhaps, go on to university. But how can I do this with so little money and four children?” 
On her second visit, she again asked for food for her family. “I’m learning to bake,” she told staff, so lots of baking ingredients were added to her order. The staff shared baking stories and promised to make copies of favourite recipes before her next visit. On her third visit, she announced that she had pre-registered for the college in her area and was ready to complete her Grade 12. She has learned lots about baking and canning, and she was preparing supplies to stock up for the winter months. 

Over the Christmas holidays, the young woman visited Bridges to bring these new friends up-to-date. All was going well with her studies; her husband had found some winter work, and the children were fine. In July she was back again, with a lovely smile and happy face. She had finished Grade 12 with high marks and had been accepted at the university in the commerce program. She would start classes in September with help from social assistance and a student loan. Her mother had also come to be with her and help out. 
Gifts to the Mission and Service Fund help people make life better in many respects. The Mission and Service Fund helps build Bridges to Hope in St. John’s and in many places across Canada.
Thank you to Cathy Metzgar for leading our service today. Christmas Eve service on December 24th will be at 7pm and Andy Ahrens will be leading this service.  January 27th our service will be led by Colin Whiteside and January 3rd Rev. Keith Lockhart will be leading our service and we will be serving Holy Communion.
Attention Sunday Schoolers! Today there will be no regular Sunday school program.  Instead the children are invited to remain in the sanctuary and partake in the service prepared by our Choir.  Time to take a breather, teachers!
UCW have cookbooks for sale at $18 each.  Lets’ Break Bread, Lunches, Brunches and Suppers On the Go, Country Cooking.  To get your cookbook call Helen at 526-8293.

The UCW have a limited number of 2010 church calendars.  The price is $6.00 each.  Call Helen at 526-8293 to order your calendar. Thank You!

The book on the life of Robbert Hartog is available for purchase in the church office for $25.00. This $25.00 which will go directly to Outreach programs in the church
Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:   Janet Disney in Penetang, Ed at home, Johanna in HDH, Bill Russell in HDH, Ted Watson #1 North in HDH, Marj Burton in Hillcrest, Joan Doolittle in Hillcrest, & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest.  Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Ron McBain brother of Kathy Foot, our condolences go out to Ron’s family for their loss.

Mark MacLeod is once again serving his annual Christmas Dinner in our gym on Christmas Eve day, December 24th at 4pm.  Mark has been volunteering his time and skills for many years to prepare a wonderful turkey dinner for anyone in our community that may not be having a Christmas dinner.  Mark is always happy to accept donations of money and or Turkeys to help offset the cost. You can get in touch with him at 526-9228
Christian Island Christmas Hampers - Once again this Christmas thru donations to our benevolent fund made thru the year, St. Paul's has continued the work started by Cliff last year to support families on Christian Island at Christmas.  Last year St. Paul's helped 10 families, this year we are helping 20 families with Christmas dinner, extra food and gifts for the children in the family.  Our congregation has also donated 25 gifts for specific children in our community and of course much needed food for the food bank.  Thank you to everyone who contributed towards making Christmas brighter for at least 45 families in our community and on Christian Island. 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED Starting January 10th our Sunday Services will be held in the Great Hall, while renovations to the chancel area in the sanctuary are being completed.  We will be required to have the hall set up for these services every week during January, February and possibly March.  This will involve the setting up of chairs in the hall and on the stage and then putting them away each and every week. Many hands will make this task much easier.  If you can lend a hand please contact Bruce Wilcox, Colin Whiteside or the church office.


[image: image1]
Office Holidays and Donations for the 2009 year – The church office will be closed from December 25th thru to January the 4th. If you miss bringing in your donations for 2009 by December 24th the office will still be accepting donations dated in 2009 as long as they are received in the office no later than January 6th 2010.
2010 Pledge Cards:  please return you pledge card to the church, as soon as possible - thank you!
PAR – the par program is working for over 70 people and families in our church.  Each month your donation is taken directly out of your bank account around the 20th of the month.  This eliminates the use of envelopes so this in turn saves trees and helps with the environment and it also helps with our budgeting for the year.  Please consider joining the 70 people who now use PAR for their donations, you can contact the church office for more information.
If you need a Christmas tree don’t forget to support our local Scouts, they are selling trees at the Canadian Tire Store. 
2009 Annual Reports and 2010 Budgets and Five Year Plan.  We are having the Annual General Meeting of the church on Sunday 31st.  All reports, budgets and 5 year plans can  be emailed into the church office by the end of December.  Since the office will be closed over Christmas holidays the reports can be handed in after January 4th. Your co-operation in these matters is always appreciated.
Tuesday, Dec 29 the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay come to North Simcoe and arrives in Midland for a mid-day celebration at the NSSRC. See poster for more info on the celebrations. 

	FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP CORNER
	2009
	2009

	Week Ending Dec 18, 2009
	General Funds
	M&S

	 Amt needed weekly to meet budget
	$4,351
	$490

	*Average Weekly to Date (includes par)
	$3,737
	$471

	*Amt Received on Sunday Dec 13th
	$3,970
	$410


Stewardship Seconds:  Look for a way to bring God's love to those who are not filled with joy in this season.
If you still wish to make a donation in the 2009 year please have them into the church office by Jan 6, 2010. 


Construction will be starting on January 4th!


Update on Organ Fund – our donations are going up weekly we are now at $102,648 dollars of cash and pledges towards this project but we still have $22,352 left to raise to meet the congregational share of $125,000.  Would you like to donate to the Organ & Chancel Fund, but find giving a lump sum does not work for you, please consider the PAR program, and give your donation monthly.




















