Easter Sunday 
April 4th  2010
**When you see this sign, please stand as you are able.
The Gathering
Prelude Music
Welcoming & Announcements

Call to Worship

We gather in the presence of God as disciples of the one 
whose love healed those the world scorned.


We gather as disciples of Jesus to rejoice in what God 
has done.


The God whose power and presence shone in Jesus is with 
us still 
to help us seek justice, resist evil, and find the path 
to more abundant life.


We are blessed people, called to bless the world that 
God so loves.


All honour and glory and praise be to our God.


Let us join in singing:

**Processional Hymn VU#333      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Opening Prayer

God of New Life, we stand in awe of the miracles you 
have poured out upon us.


We witness the miracle of the turning of the seasons, of 
spring pushing aside the snow to make room for 
flowers.


We witness the miracle of your love for humankind 
shown in Jesus’ death and resurrection, of the warmth 
of love melting the apathy of our hearts.


It is you Lord that brings forth life from the extremes of 
the universe, and shower each of our lives with love.


Thank you God of New Life.


May we bring these miracles into the lives of others. 
Amen
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SUPPLY MINISTER: Rev. Jim will be in the office Tuesdays and Wednesdays and lead our Sunday Services twice a month.  He will assume full time duties on May 3rd and will be with us in that capacity until June 30th, 2011.  Since Rev. Jim will be here most Tuesdays, anyone needing Pastoral visits, are invited to please call our church office, 526-6077, to arrange a time.  

May Communion will be held on Sunday, May 9th. Please note this change. 
We welcome our guest instrumentalists to our service today.  The sense of occasion, the enhancement of the worship experience, and the celebration of the Holy Spirit through music is deepened and enriched by their presence here today.

Trumpet:  

Dave Taylor, Brian Lewis, Lindsey 




Hoover, Amanda Thorpe


Baritone:  

Paul Rayment


Flugel Horn:  

Sadie Bridgeman


Timpani: 
 
DJ Thorpe


Crash Cymbals:  
Luke Ahrens

Ministers:


       
All the People of God
Pastor:




Reverend Jim McKean 
Lay Reader:



Colin Whiteside



Christian Education Coordinator:   
Andy Ahrens
Director of Music:

      
Paul Sloan

Pre-Service Music

      
Rick Taylor

Administrator


       
Judy McConnell

Custodian


       
Mary Ellen Petticrew
St. Paul’s United Church

308 King St., Midland, Ontario L4R 3M6 

Phone 526-6077 Fax 526-4020

Email: stpaulsunited@rogers.com, 

Website: stpaulsmidland.org

Office hours Monday thru Friday 9-12, 1-4p.m.

We Hear God’s Word for Us

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Lord, inspire us to hear with fresh ears.


Let the voice of the people once again proclaim your 
word in the sanctuary.


Fill our winter hearts with spring time joy. Amen

Hebrew Testament:


Isaiah 65: 17-25


      

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.

Responsive Lesson: 


Psalm 33   VU#pg 760
Epistle 1 



Corinthians 15: 19-26

Anthem:    Crown Him Lord This Easter Day          Don Besig

Gospel:



John 20: 1-18





This is the Gospel, the Good News of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.


Praise to thee, Lord Christ!

Message:   



Awakened Presence

**Hymn #509


I, the Lord of Sea and Sky

Note:
The choir will sing the verses, the congregation to join in the refrain.
We Respond to God’s Word
Prayers of the People
Offering 


Gifts of grace surround us each and every moment of our 
lives.


We come today to bring a token of our appreciation for 
God’s work in this community, and for the wider community 
of Creation.


The offering for the work and witness of this congregation 
will now be received. 
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name, mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. 
Our Service on April 11th  will be led by Andy Ahrens.

Baptism Sunday will be April 18th.  Anyone wishing to have their child baptised, become a new member or transfer membership, please call the church office. (526-6077) Thank you.
The office will be closed  Easter Monday April 5th. 
Movie Night:  Come join us on Friday, April 9th  at 7:00 p.m. for the comedy, Waking Ned Devine.  Here’s what some of the critics said:  “The beauty of this film is its simplicity.  It’s good old-fashioned story-telling…”  “A completely delightful movie.”  “Irresistibly charming.” See you there!

Canadian Cancer Society: April 1st to April 30th will be Campaign Month for the Cancer Society.  Thanks a bunch for your support.
Bible Study will be led by Rev. Jim McKean, starting May 5th.

The Circle will meet at the home of Gail Wilcox on Wednesday April 7th at 10:30 am. 

Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers:  Mary Edwards at home, Ernie Cowden in GBGH, Johanna in GBGH and Ted Watson (#1 North) in GBGH. Kathie Ingram sister to Bob McVean. Marj Burton, Joan Doolittle & Evelyn Banks in Hillcrest. Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Easter Food Drive: As I promised, here is an update on what Peter is trying to accomplish at the Salvation Army Food Bank. In 
addition to just providing a supply of food items to those in need, the Salvation Army Food Bank is trying to create more awareness of healthy food and nutrition. They are asking for help from all of us  to make an effort, when purchasing items, to choose items with high fiber and low sodium content. At present there is a particular need for soups, stews, powdered milk, sugar, coffee, beans and canned vegetables. Peter also sends his "Thanks" to St. Paul’s for their past and ongoing generosity.   Byron Metzgar.
Guess who’s turning 85 this year?  The United Church of Canada on June 10, 2010.  Preparations are underway at a national level to encourage and support local anniversary celebrations from coast to coast.  Further information will be posted as received.

Lenten Coin boxes/folders:  Please hand in your Lenten givings, these funds will be used for the Midland Street Outreach Program. Any cheques can be made payable to St. Paul’s United Church and note on the cheque it is for Lenten offerings. Every dollar donated by the congregation will be matched from the St. Paul’s Special Project Account fund. Thank you for your support.
Fellowship Club:  Our next meeting will be on April 6th, at 7:30 p.m., in the Great Hall. The guest speaker will be Travis Cyr, who will speak about the services available through the program Retire at Home: Independence for Seniors, Peace of Mind for Families.  Anyone who is interested in learning about the range of services available for in-home support to seniors are cordially invited to attend along with regular club members.  The evening will conclude with refreshments and further opportunities for fellowship and discussion of the topic.

UCW Garage Sale will be on Friday, April 30/10, at the Penetang Legion.  Please keep them in mind when you are doing your spring cleaning. Contact numbers are Kay 549-2575, Judy 549-9031, Lenore 526-5138 and Brenda 526-3009.  Thank you.

Prayer of Confession


As we begin a new season in the Christian year let us 
gather ourselves in joyous celebration.


Let us come before our Creator to pray for new beginnings. 
Let us pray:


God of Love, you have shown that you call imperfect 
people. 


Forgive us.


May we find the courage, and the strength to overcome 
our imperfections.


Threatened by resurrection may we rise to the 
challenge, for we should never ask you to do what we 
are unwilling to do for ourselves. Amen 

Words of Assurance 

Like pine seedlings just coming out of the ground…


Our joy begins to grow.


Like the roots of the pussy willow stretching out under the 
ground…


Our compassion reaches into the world.  


Like roses with deadwood pruned back forcing new 
growth…


Our sins are forgiven.


Thanks be to God who does such wonderful things.
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**Hymn VU#161    
 Welcome, Happy Morning
Time with Children
The Lord’s Prayer

(Children may go up to Sunday school after the prayer)
And for this we all proclaim,

Halleluiah, Halleluiah Jesus Christ has risen indeed!

We Go Out in Christ’s Name
Commissioning

Go into the world again as joyful people;  


and bring your joy to share with your neighbour wherever, 


whenever, however you may meet. 
Blessing

Hymn:
# 155

Jesus Christ is Ris’n Today

The beautiful lilies are placed at the front of the church in memory of loved ones …
In loving memory of Rev. Cliff Pendlebury from St.Paul’s United Church Family

In loving memory of Bonnie and Jack Banks from Evelyn & family

In loving memory of Cora & Len Wiles &  Bun Hornsby from Marjorie Hornsby

In loving memory of Ron White from Joyce White

In loving memory of Leona Lewis from Ken Lewis

In moving memory of Loved ones from Byron & Cathy Metzgar

In loving memory of Nick & Donna Rachey from Louise Rachey

In loving memory of Loved ones from Don & Joy Edwards & Christel Edwards-Bilbao
In loving memory of Ross from Doreen Thompson & family

In loving memory of Lawrence from Betty Wilcox & family

In loving memory of Edwin & Isabel Walker from David & Susan Walker

In loving memory of Loved ones from Joe & Anne Faragher &
Ivan & Lenore Price
In loving memory of Parents from Colin & Sharon Whiteside

In loving memory of Joan from Don McMaster & Family         
**Doxology


We give you but your own


Whate’er the gift may be;


All that we have is yours alone,


We give it gratefully.
** Offertory Prayer
 
Great Spirit, our offering given today is a token of your gift 
of life found in Creation.


May these gifts be transformed into seeds of hope.


Nurtured by the Spirit, may they bear fruit in due 
season, so all of your Creation may dance to a joyous 
tune. Amen
Communion

Hymn VU # 467
One Bread, One Body

Jesus said “I am the Good Shepherd.”


and we are members of his fold.


Jesus said “I am the Good Shepherd.”

We know who he is for we hear in his voice,


love and affirmation, assurance and hope
  

Jesus said “I have the power to lay down my life.”


The power of relationship, the power of integrity,


because Jesus is the Good Shepherd.

whose life was laid down into dust of death, to be 
trampled and forgotten, scattered and disintegrated.

But Jesus is the Good Shepherd

whose voice speaks to us beyond time and space, 
calling us into the fold, calling us into faithfulness 
because we know the shepherd’s voice.


Jesus’ voice does not speak for itself,

but for the needs of others


The Good Shepherd’s voice is not tuned to the 
dissonance of injustice and fractured community.


Jesus voice is heard beyond time and space into this 
time and space, into our time and space.


Because he laid down his life not frivolously, not selfishly, 


but faithfully for the sheep, for the fold,


for all, even those unknown to him


because Jesus is the Good Shepherd, but his life could 
not stay in the dust of death


because Jesus has the power


the power of conviction, the power of faith, the power 
of authenticity, the power to be born from above, to 
mock the indifference of systems and structures that 
do not honour the divine humanity that is found in each 
and every one of us born of a woman,


hands and feet, hopes and dreams for the Creator of all,


for in this place we are followers of the Good Shepherd 
because the Good Shepherd calls us to service, 
service at this table, and for this table 


because there are sheep who are not at this table,


there are sheep who are lost in the labyrinth of neglect, 
in structures of isolation, trapped in forgotten margins 
of the world.


But Jesus the Good Shepherd 


calls us to be present to one another, to reach into the 
margins and offer our hands and our hearts, to 
reach 
into the indifference and transform sadness into 
happiness, to tear structures down so that there is a 
place for all.


Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd.”

And so he gathered with those others who were friends 
and shared with them a meal before being laid down in 
the dust of death.


Jesus said, “Take and eat, this is my body.”


We are the body, we are the fold, we are the sheep.


After taking the bread, Jesus reached for the cup and said, 
“This is the cup of salvation, whenever you drink from this 
cup be reminded of the new covenant that is proclaimed 
today.”


A shared vision, a shared hope, a shared way of being 
community, the Good Shepherd and the good sheep.


Gathered together for the goodness of creation, for the 
goodness of God, for the goodness of all.

Breaking and Pouring
Invitation
Distribution

And so Jesus was raised up

through power, through passion because the strength 
of that relationship could not be covered over by the 
dust of death.












