The Third Sunday of Easter
April 26th, 2009
We Gather in Jesus’ Name
(* means people will stand if able)
Prelude Music
*Processional Hymn#158
Christ Is Alive

Call to Worship 


We declare what we have heard: God loves us!


We declare what we have seen: God loves us!


We declare what we have felt: God loves us!


We have heard and seen and felt



that when we walk in holy ways,



we are God’s people of love.

Prayer of Confession (said by all)

When we give ourselves permission to sin, we are just like the people who have never met you, God. When we think all we have to do to be faithful is show up at church, say the right words, and sing the right hymns, we are just like little children who believe in magic. Except we aren’t little children; we are your people, mature in Christ. We do know right from wrong. Help us give over our self-indulgence to you, and then to live so that anyone looking at us would see you in us. Amen.
Words of Assurance

Jesus said to the disciples, “Take heart. Have no fear.”

As disciples, we no longer need to be burdened by guilt,

no longer need to be bound by fear.

Be renewed through God’s forgiving love:

be open to Christ’s presence in your life.

Thanks be to God.

Welcoming & Announcements
*Hymn#357 

Tell Me the Stories of Jesus

Time with Children

Prayer with Children/ The Lord’s Prayer
           (children will go up to Sunday school after the prayer)

We Hear God’s Word for Us
Prayer for Illumination (said by all) 

  God for whom there are no barriers, no stones too big to    

  remove, roll away our resistance to you. Let your words 

  fill us  with new life and bring us out from the tomb of 

  indifference, alive again in you. Amen.

First Lesson                    


Acts 3: 12-19


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 


Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading

         Psalm 4 page 727 VU
New Testament Lesson                             
1 John 3:1-7 





Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 


Thanks be to God.

Duet         He Will Show Me the Path of Life     Marty Haugen
Gospel Lesson 



Luke 24: 36-48



The Gospel of Christ.

    

Amen. Alleluia!
Message:
Presence and Proclamation!
We Respond To God’s Word

Prayers of the People
The Offering of Our Gifts & Tithes
Hymn#159

The Strife Is O’er
*Doxology
We give you but your own,

Whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is yours alone,

We give it gratefully.

*Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self

We Go Forth in Jesus’ Name
*Hymn#420

Go to the World

*The Sending Forth 

*Choral Benediction  Go in love; have no fear.

God will guide you, He is always near.

Go in love; take His hand.

God will hear you, He will understand.

May His light forever shine upon you.

May His peace be always in your heart.

Go in love; face each day.

God will lead you, He will show the way.

Go in love and live in faith. Amen.

Hymn of the Day
“Go to the World” 

Although directly based upon Matthew 28, this text makes a wonderful hymn to follow the Luke reading. It can also be used as a concluding hymn, one of witness and mission. Canadian Sylvia Dunstan is remembered for her passion for the needy, her love of liturgy, and her gift of writing. Her life was cut short from cancer at 38 (1993) after serving the United Church of Canada for 13 years as a minister and prison chaplain.  This strong text is commonly paired with one or two energetic tunes, ENGELBERT by Charles V. Stanford or SINE NOMINE by Ralph Vaughan Williams.  Both tunes support the text well.  Sing this hymn with conviction as a personal statement of witness.
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name and mailing address and email address in our guest book, so we may have a have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s. Please join us for coffee downstairs in the great hall, compliments of the Stewardship committee
This is camping Sunday, next Saturday May 2nd come help clean up Camp Simpresca from 9-2pm.  Bring your rakes, buckets, cleaners, rubber gloves etc. lunch will be provided 
 
Wow!  What an exciting morning! Today we officially kick-off our campaign to raise the congregational share of the cost of the renewal and upgrading of our chancel and pipe organ.  Please read the enclosed brochure, and pray about it.
 

Our share is $125,000 as a congregation, and we ALREADY have over $28,000 in the bank!  Remember, your contribution has to be separate from your monthly commitment, as well as financially comfortable for you. Thanks - and bless you!  
Thank you to everyone that contributed to World Development. We have surpassed our target of $2500.00 and have raised $3081.05. We are still accepting donations. Please make sure your name is on the box or folder or envelope. All cheques should be made out to St. Paul’s United Church. 

About our Sponsored Karen Family – a couple of weeks ago we had an insert in the bulletin, if you did not receive one; there are some on the back window of the church.  If you are able to help please fill in and return to the church!
The Fellowship Club‘s next meeting is Tuesday, May 5 @ 7:30pm in the gym.  Our speaker is Dr. Susan Lyons, Doctor of Chiropractic, and Bachelor of Science of Human Biology.  Honour Bachelor of Kinesiology.  She will tell us how we can keep agile and healthy!  Everyone welcome!
Information on our New Website: www.stpaulsmidland.org. Our minister’s sermons are now available by clicking on Sermons (in the index) and clicking on the date of the sermon in which you are interested.
Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers: Kathie Ingram (sister to Bob McVean), Marj Burton in Hillcrest, June Walton at home, Joan Doolittle in Hillcrest, & Evelyn Banks has moved to Hillcrest.  Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Bible Study, on Wednesday mornings from 10:30am to 12pm
Everyone Welcome!  Readings May 3rd, 2009

Acts 3:12-19, Psalm 4
1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18

Order of the Eastern Star Spring Tea & Bazaar on Saturday May 2 from 11-2pm in the gym at St. Paul’s.  Lunch is $6.00 – bake, craft and white elephant table.
Doors Open Huronia! On June 6 & 7 our church will be one of the historical buildings that will open our doors for the public to view.  We are looking for volunteers to greet people at the door and give tours on Saturday morning until 2pm and on Sunday after church till approximately 3pm in the afternoon. If you are interested in volunteering for an hour or a day etc, please contact the church office.

York Regional Police Male Chorus at Wyevale United Church on Sunday April 26 at 7pm.  Tickets are $15.00 each at Wyevale Jug City or call 322-2845

Serenata Choir Concert:  “My Favourite Things”, Saturday, May 2 at 7:30pm here at St. Paul’s.  The concert features, in addition to the choir, many of Midland’s finest performers as guest artists including The Children’s Community Choir, Janice Evenden, Victoria Thompson, Jessica Lalonde and the Georgian Bay Strings.  Tickets are $20 and $15 for students, and are available from Serenata choir members and from businesses listed on the concert poster.
Diabetes Spring Symposium – Awesome speakers, exhibitors, AGM, Volunteer awards.  On Saturday May 2nd from 1-4:30pm.  Casino Rama, Silvernightingale Ballroom, Rama Road, Rama, ON.  Speakers Dr. Judy New, Dietitian and Dr. Diane Zatelny, Endocrinologist.  Exhibitors focused on diabetes management, health and wellness!  Blood glucose and blood pressure testing by Soldier’s Memorial Hospital.  Free parking, refreshments, Limited Seating!  Call (705)737-3611, ext 28 to reserve your seat.
Donate your soup can wrappers to help purchase playground equipment for Mundy’s Bay School.  You can take your wrappers into the Elegant Gourmet at 235 King St. 528-0250
     *All amounts include an average weekly amount for PAR!

Stewardship Seconds:  How are our stewardship practises affected when we consider that we are all God’s children?

Music for Mozambique:  On Saturday May 9th at 7:30pm here at St. Paul’s. This is a benefit concert under the artistic direction of John Coull.  Performing are the Golden Tones Saxophone Ensemble, The Children’s Community Choir, Vox Huronia, The Coull Jazz band. Tickets are $10 and $5 for students.  See bulletin board for poster. For tickets call Ruth 526-6024, Trish 549-5226 and Heather 526-5361, tickets will be available at the door.  
Ebenezer United Church is holding a pancake brunch today from 11:30 – 1:30pm.  Prices are Adult $6.00, children under 12 $3.00, tickets at the door, Corner of Ron Jones Rd & Ebenezer Side Road.

Do you know any senior that deserves to b e recognized as “Senior Volunteer of the Year” contact town of Midland, senior council at 526-4770 by May 14th.

Hike for Hospice Team Challenge:  Sunday May 3rd will be the 7th annual Hike for Hospice at Penetanguishene Rotary Park at 1pm with registration at the Penetang Curling Club 8 Owen St.  For more info call 549-1034
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Office hours Monday thru Friday 9-12, 1-4pm

This Sunday is Camping Sunday. It is an ideal time to begin posting information about the four United Church camps in Toronto Conference that are supported, in part, through the Mission and Service Fund. One camp in particular, Lake Scugog Camp, is important to highlight this Sunday because its purpose is to offer a camping experience to those children, teens and families who might not otherwise have that opportunity.  The campers come from families at risk in various centres in Toronto Conference. Often they have lived through abuse, family instability or financial and emotional upheaval. A chance to leave that behind even for a few days and enjoy the restorative gifts of nature within a welcoming and safe community is priceless. Through such programs as Teen and Kids Camp, Mothers with Children Program and the Leaders in Training Program participants are able to have fun, develop new skills, and build trust and self-esteem.  So often these camp experiences help to nurture new friendships and networks that continue when they return to the city and their daily lives. Lake Scugog Camp plays a vital role in the lives of families living “close to the edge” within their community.
The Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network is an example of work under the umbrella of the World Council of Churches. It was created in 1998 following the WCC Eighth Assembly in Zimbabwe to live out the decision to be “A Church of All and for All.” 

The term disability covers a wide range of conditions that often put up barriers that prevent people from accessing or feeling welcome and included in the life of the church. It is one thing to be considered as someone requiring assistance or charity; it is another to be included as someone who has gifts to share within the church regardless of one’s disability.

The Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network organizes regional meetings at which people with disabilities can bring forward their gifts as well as their needs. EDAN also publishes a quarterly newsletter available online, designed to strengthen the global network and communicate its work to individuals and churches around the world. 

Give Thanks for commitment of the United Church to maintain fresh-air camps for children and families at risk. Give Thanks for the decision of the World Council of Churches to be intentional in eliminating the barriers that would exclude those with various disabilities from sharing their gifts with the church and participating fully in its ministry.

Celebrate the long history of camping within Toronto Conference and the many people who first came as campers where they developed leadership skills that in turn led them to become camp leaders for a new generation of campers.  Celebrate the vision of the global church to become a place where all people, despite their disabilities, can worship and work together. 

Pray that Lake Scugog Camp and the other United Church camps will once again be able to offer welcoming, healthy and fun programs to the children and families who attend this summer.

Pray that the disabled people who risk engaging with our church communities will find an inviting and affirming welcome.
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