PALM SUNDAY 

April 5th, 2009
Service of the Palms

Weather permitting people will gather outside the church on the front walkway with palm branches in hand.

 (*people will stand if able)
Prelude Music
The Greeting 


Open to me the gates of the temple, that I may enter 


and give thanks to God.


This is the gate of God; through it the righteous 


shall enter.


The stone which the builders rejected


has become the chief cornerstone.


This is God’s doing, marvellous in our eyes.


This is the day that the Lord has made,


Let us rejoice and be glad in it!   Ps. 118: 19,-20, 22-25
The Reading of the Gospel Lesson 
Mark 11: 1-11
 

Response to the Gospel


We join with the crowd that first Palm Sunday


who eagerly awaited the coming of Jesus.


Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!


Hosanna in the highest!


Fulfilling prophecy, Jesus entered the city


riding humbly on a donkey.



louder


Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!


Hosanna in the highest!


Jesus’ followers were excited, filled with anticipation.


Yet, within a few short days,


they were scattered, disillusioned, and frightened,


unwilling to follow as far as Christ would have them go.



softer


Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!


Hosanna in the highest!

We, too, long to join the triumphal procession,


only to find ourselves burdened by the past, fearful of the

future, reluctant to accept the way of the cross.



Softer

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!


Hosanna in the highest!

Yet this Palm Sunday, we receive palm branches,


a reminder of the welcome offered to Jesus



as he travelled toward the cross.



louder


Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!


Hosanna in the highest!


Like the crowd in Jerusalem 2000 years ago,


we take our palm branches and greet Jesus, shouting:



very loud


Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!


Hosanna in the highest

(the people will parade into the sanctuary singing the hymn with the children gathering at the front for Children’s Time)

*Singing#122

All Glory Laud and Honour 

Refrain

All glory, laud, and honour to you, Redeemer, King,

to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

You are the King of Israel, and David’s royal son,

now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and blessed one.  

Refrain
The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;

our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.

 Refrain
To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise;

to you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

Refrain

Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring,

great author of all goodness, O good and gracious king. 

Refrain

Time with Children



Opening Prayer

Announcements & Concerns of the Congregation

Choir Anthem        For the Love of Jesus
Service of the Word

Prayer for Illumination (said by all)


Merciful God, as we enter Holy Week


and gather in your house of prayer,


turn our hearts again to Jerusalem,


to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.


Bring us at the last with him and all the faithful


to your new Jerusalem,your kingdom of peace and justice for all. We ask it in the name of Jesus.  Amen.

First Lesson 


Isaiah 50: 4-9a 
Responsive Reading

Psalm 31: 9-16 Parts 2 & 3 pg 758
Organ/Piano Duet

Paul Sloan & Phyllis McCullough
Message: 
        Who Arranged the Parade?

A Statement of Faith

Philippians 2: 5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,

   but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,

he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death—

     even death on a cross.

   Therefore God also highly exalted him

             and gave him the name that is above every name,

           so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

    and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

       to the glory of God the Father.

Service of the Table

Invitation to Communion

The Offering of our Gifts &Tithes

Hymn#152    There Is a Green Hill Far Away

*Doxology       We give you but your own,

                        Whate’er the gift may be;

                        All that we have is yours alone,

                        We give it gratefully.

*Prayer of Dedication

The Great Prayer of thanksgiving (communion setting 932 VU)

The Lord be with you.


And also with you.


Lift up your hearts.


We lift them to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


It is right to give our thanks and praise.


It is right, and a good and joyful thing,…


we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

       All: Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might,
             Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.

             Hosanna in the highest!

             Blessed is the one who comes in your name.

             Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.


Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ,…..

So we proclaim the mystery of faith..



Christ has died.



Christ is risen.



Christ will come, come again.


Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here,……..

now and for ever. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

Breaking of Bread


Prayer after Communion



          The Sending Forth
*Hymn#335

At the Name of Jesus

*Benediction


*Choral Benediction         Amen Alleluia
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome to St. Paul’s! A special welcome to all new friends as we gather as one in faith, hope and love.  If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer, please make yourself known to us. If you have any questions, our greeters should be able to help you. Please put your name and mailing address and Paul’s.  email address in our guest book, so we may have a have a record of your visit.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to share in our life at St. Paul’s.

Our communion preparer this month is Pat Cowden, our communion servers today are Tom Barber, Aileen Denise, Brenda Fleming, Gord Harvey, Carol & Wayne Morrison, Floyd & Shirley Tilson, and Heather Wilson.

Please bring in your Lenten coin boxes on Easter Sunday!  Please make sure your name is on the box, and if you are not in our data base then make sure your address is also on the box.  Envelopes are provided in this week’s bulletin for you to put your donation in, remember to please put your name on the envelope. 
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Midland Nursery school Bottle Drive!! The co-op nursery school located in St. Paul’s will be collecting bottles until April 17th, call 526-7513 to arrange pickup. This is a fundraising project for the school see poster for more information!!
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Information on our New Website: www.stpaulsmidland.org. You can review, pictorially, some of the events St. Paul’s people have participated in by visiting the Photo Albums section of our site.
Prayer Matters:  Please keep the following people in your prayers: Florence Bruton in PGH, Kathie Ingram (sister to Bob McVean), Marj Burton in Hillcrest, June Walton at home, Joan Doolittle in Hillcrest, & Evelyn Banks has moved to Hillcrest.  Please keep in your prayers anyone else who is in need at this time.
Memorial Easter Lilies:  The children’s Community Choir is once again selling Easter Lilies.  If you would like to have a lily placed in the church for Easter Sunday in memory of a loved one, please call the church office at 526-6077 no later than Friday April 3rd to order your lily.  The cost is $10 for a 6 inch pot.  This is a fundraiser for the children’s choir.  I will be placing the order for lilies on Monday if you wish a lily please call the church office by 10am on Monday at 526-6077.
4th Midland Scouts – Annual Spaghetti Dinner on Thursday April 16th from 5:15pm to 8:00pm in the gym at St. Paul’s. Your choice of 3 types of sauce, Caesar or garden salad, dinner roll, dessert and beverage. Family price $25 (2 adults+2children) Adults $10, children $5. Tickets available at the door. 
	FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP CORNER
	2009
	

	Week Ending April 3, 2009
	General Funds
	M&S

	 Amt needed weekly to meet budget
	$4,268
	$490

	*Average Weekly to Date (includes par)
	$3,696
	$411

	*Amt Received on Sunday March 29/09
	$4,836
	$402


*All amounts include an average weekly amount for PAR!

Stewardship Seconds:  Stewards give thanks and shout “Hosanna!” every day, knowing that God’s steadfast love endures forever.
The Living Last Supper: A dramatic re-enactment of the last supper on Maundy Thursday, April 9th at 8pm and Good Friday, April 10th 8pm at Calvary Baptist Church.  Everyone welcome, admission is free!
Bible Study, on Wednesday mornings from 10:30am to 12pm 

Everyone Welcome!  Readings April 12th, 2009
Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm118:1-2, 14-24
Acts 10:34-43, Mark 16:1-8

RIDE WANTED TO BARRIE – for the next three weeks, Kaw Khee Lar will be taking an upgrading course in Barrie at the Georgian Mall on Bayfield Street.  His program runs from 9am to 1:30pm Monday thru Friday, but he could remain longer in the afternoon if the return trip to Midland was later.  Please let the church office know of anyone who might be traveling regularly from Midland to Barrie or call 526-8571.
Email Addresses:  Get notices of events by email. Please send you email address to stpaulsunited@rogers.com 
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Penetang UCW Spring Rummage Sale:  on Friday April 24th at Penetang Legion 10am – 2pm hosted by the UCW.  This is the time to donate your excess treasures & saleable items of clothing, housewares, etc.  “Re-Sale & Re-Use” for more info see poster or call Kay at 549-2575.

Talent Auction-on Saturday April 25th in the Great Hall.  So please put this date on your calendar and get out those knitting needles, craft tools and sewing machines. More details to come. 

Copies of the form to fill out your talent are on the back window of the church. Proceeds from the auction will go towards on going projects in the church.  The main project will be the Organ Fund.
Easter Food Drive: The Lenten season, Good Friday and Easter should serve to remind all of us how much was given "For Us". Perhaps we can do a little giving at this time of year by helping those who do not have as much as most of us here at St. Paul’s. The annual Easter Food drive will be held on Sunday, March 29th, April 5th and Easter Sunday, April 12th. Let's reach out and show we do care.  Donations of non-perishable food like, peanut butter, tuna, canned hams etc are appreciated.

Ministers:


       All the People of God

Pastor:



       Reverend Cliff Pendlebury 
Lay Reader:


       Al James    

Christian Education Coordinator:   Andy Ahrens

Director of Music:

       Paul Sloan

Pre-Service Music

       Rick Taylor

Administrator


       Judy McConnell

Custodian


       Mary Ellen Petticrew
St. Paul’s United Church

308 King St., Midland, Ontario L4R 3M6 

Phone 526-6077 Fax 526-4020

Email: stpaulsunited@rogers.com, 

Website: stpaulsmidland.org

Office hours Monday thru Friday 9-12, 1-4pm
No amount is too small!








 The Fellowship Club


Will be enjoying a magical video cruise down the river Rhine thru Switzerland, Germany, France & the Netherlands on April 7th at 7:30pm in the Gym.  Everyone Welcome!





Friday April 10th, 2009 Good Friday


St. Paul’s Service at 10 am





The Way of the Cross


An Ecumenical Gathering beginning at Noon on Good Friday


at the Midland Town Dock


Participants will walk through Town stopping at various places for reflection and prayer ending at Little Lake Park





Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service


Sunday April 12th


Little Lake Park Midland, 7:30 a.m.


Holy Communion





You are invited to all or any one of these special services.


Come and gather as the Whole People of God!








Lenten


coin


boxes & envelopes


put your


loonies and


toonies in


and write a cheque at the end of lent


for the amount you have saved








