Bulletin Submissions for April 18 Third Sunday of Easter

Greeting

Call to Worship
As an Easter people let us celebrate the risen Christ that stands in our midst.

As an Easter people we come for renewal and restoration.

We come in the knowledge that the living Christ stands among us today.

Let us celebrate the presence.

** Processional Hymn VU# 161 
Opening Prayer

Comforting God, we come to you today standing on the shorelines of our lives, 
standing at the in-between time of the recent past and the now,  

seeking connections between the waters of creation,

and the dry land we currently stand on.

May what transpires today fill us with a love greater than we have ever experienced. 

And may the Holy Spirit seek us out, inspire us, and bring us to a place where our relationship will be built stronger by your loving presence. Amen  

Announcements 

Invitation to Prayer of Confession

Let each of us turn to prayer for a new beginning with our Source of Life.

Prayer of Confession

God of the journey, 

we sometimes see only the ground that lies beneath our feet.

We see the ground on which we stand because we are afraid to look up and experiencing new realities of our path.

Occasionally we glance up seeking a reference point,

but fail to see you standing on the horizon.

Empower our spirits. 

Build strength in us to withstand the winds of discontent, and fear.

Encourage us to place ourselves firmly on a path to spiritual discovery.

In the name of the one who walked beside the disciples on those many paths travelled to preach the Good News. Amen   

Words of Assurance

Be assured that just as Jesus provides us with bread for the journey,

and God provides water to quench our thirst,
while the Holy Spirit strengthens anyone who seeks the way.   
** Hymn VU # 445

Baptism (Please see insert in your bulletin)

Hymn after Baptism VU # 444 (verse one) Choir only 

Lord’s Prayer

Scripture

Prayer for Illumination?

Christian Testament: Acts 9: 1 – 20 (reader )

Psalm 30 VU# 757 (reader) 

Anthem ?

Gospel John 21: 1 – 19 

Message
“Suspension of Disbelief” 

Invitation to Offering
Jesus calls us to provide for those who are unable.

Jesus calls us to o’er the tumult to provide when times are difficult.

May we receive the call to provide as we present our offerings.

Hymn VU # 562

** Offering Prayer

Graceful God, may the gifts we present today be a blessing for all who are in need.

May these gifts help strengthen our spiritual journey,

as we travel down our collective paths for spiritual enlightenment. Amen

Prayers of the People
Hymn VU# 165 (verses 2,3 &4) 

Commissioning

Renewed in the Spirit arise from your place of celebration,

go out into the world encouraged and empowered, redeemed and sustained.     
  

Choral Blessing 

